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EDITORIAL 


Why A Poll? What 
Does It Prove? 


Polls may help to bolster up the courage of those 
conducting them. Of course in order even to serve 
this purpose, care must be taken to poll the right 
people. Then after the poll is taken those conduct- 
ing it must be permitted to put their own inter- 
pretation upon the returns if they would have 
their courage bolstered thereby. Otherwise, even 
after proper care has been used in polling the 
right groups, the actual returns might backfire 
and not prove what those conducting the poll 
want the returns to prove. 


Without making any reference to any recent 
church poll, for we might be accused of being a 
little prejudiced in that case, let us take anotner 
illustration from the not too far distant past. If 
our memory serves us correctly in tne Roosevelt- 
Landon presidential race of 1936 .The Literary 
Digest, long known as very accurate in taking 
national polls, forecast a comfortable majority of 
electoral votes for Mr. Landon. The actual elec- 
tion, however, gave Mr. Landon only two states, 
Maine and Vermont, with a total of only eight 
electoral votes. The popular vote for Mr. Roosevelt 
was approximately 26,000,000 and for Mr. Landon 
approximately 16,000,000. The Digest editors ex- 
plained that they had been led astray by a method 
of sampling opinion which confined them too much 
to people having telephones, or otherwise access- 
ible in directories when they mailed their cards. 
Incidentally, yes purely incidentally, The Digest 
ceased publication soon after their poll was 
brought into such disrepute by the actual election. 

—H.B.D. 


REPORT OF THE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY MEETING 

We plan to carry a full] report on the meeting of 
the General Assembly in our June 15th issue. Extra 
copies of this number will be available at twenty 
copies for $1.00 postpaid. Please place your order 
early so that we may print a sufficient number to 
care for all extra orders. | 


Taking Him By Force 


“When Jesus therefore perceived that they would 
come and take him by force, to make him a king, he 
departed again into a mountain himself alone.” 
John 6:15. 


Can the “principles of Christ” be made to prevail 
in the hearts of men who do not accept Him as 
Lord and Savior? 


This is not a question of minor importance. On 
the other hand it is so important that a correct 
answer is vital, if the Church is to make its im- 
press on the world, as such. 


If the answer is “Yes’’, then it will be necessary 


to entirely revise our concept of the life and death 


of our Lord. Instead of accepting the oft reiterated 
statements of the Scripture to the effect that we 
are redeemed from sin by the vicarious blood sac- 
rifice of the Son of God, we will have to turn to 
the humanistic philosophy of those who teach that 
He died on the cross as our example, so that we 
might follow this example and lead the social order 
onward and upward. 


If the answer to the question is “NO”, then much 
that is being done in the name of the Church today 
is worse than a waste of time, it is an affront to 
Christ and His Word. 


When He perceived that men would, in their 
fleshly wisdom and zeal, take him by force and 
make him a king, He left them. He had a plan, a 
way, a work and a destiny which was ordained 
before the foundation of the world. He could not 


- become King until He had reconciled us to God by 


the blood of the cross. 


Today He will be King in the hearts of all who 
will accept Him as such, and, through their lives 
He will make effective the “principles of Christ” in 
society, and in no other way. 


There are many today who have accepted a 
philosophy directed towards a better world; men 
who desire their fellowmen to live free from ‘want, 
free from fear, free from every hardship and ob- 
stacle of life and happiness. Some of these leaders 
sincerely believe the leavening influence of the 
Church can accomplish this end, regardless of what 
the Church believes and teaches as to the work of 
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our Savior. Because of the obvious need for social 
change and uplift, others have their judgement 
blurred into the hopeless condition where they be- 
lieve good can result, even through a united effort 
with unbelievers. 


The great tragedy of man is sin. The great work 
of Christ is atonement for sin. The one way of ef- 
fecting that atonement was through His shed blood. 
The one way of salvation is by acceptance of His 
way through faith. This is not an over simplifica- 


tion; it is clear Scriptural teaching which has al- 


ways been accepted as elemental and fundamental 
in historic Christianity. 


When, therefore, men would redeem society 
without redemption of the individual through this 
blood of the cross, they would take Christ and 
make Him a king by force (the wisdom of this 
world), and He will depart, as he always has, from 
those who thus deny Him. 


What the world needs is not more activity on the 
part of the Church in social, political and economic 
spheres. What the world needs is more Christians. 
Not mere Church members. Many are depressed 
because some in the Church do not have a social 
consciousness. Our contention is that a Bible-in- 
structed, Spirit-filled Christian is the only man in 
the world who can and will make an impress for 
righteousness on the world around him. 


The hardest task of the preacher, and the one 
which will bring the greatest rewrad, is to so teach, 
preach and live Christ that those who come under 
his ministry will go out to make a better world. 


We may multiply agencies and redouble our ef- 
forts but a better world will never come in any 
other way than God’s way—the cleansing blood 
shed on Calvary. ‘ L.N.B. 


Who?’ ‘What?’ ‘Why?’ 
(I. Cor. 4:7) 


Answer these questions of Paul and you will 
never. be “puffed up.”? They will cure our pride; 
we will no longer be “puffed up,’ but “built up’’; 
no longer spiritual balloons, but temples of the 


Lord. 


We do differ; that is an incontestable fact. We 
differ in our surroundings, our environment; some 
are born in jungles of Africa, others in the Valley 
of Virginia; some in a mansion, others in a hovel. 
We differ in our heredity; some have excellent 
parents, sound of body and mind; some enter the 
world handicapped from birth. We differ in our 
training, in our dispositions, in our endowments— 
our talents. 


Who makes thee to differ? God. Very few of 
our differences can be traced to ourselves, or to 
our fellow-men. There is no such thing as a “‘self- 
made’? man, although some have boasted in this 
manner. Go back far enough, think it through, and 
we will see. 


Some of us have more than others. That, too, is 
a fact. We people of America have a great deal 
more of nearly everything than most of the na- 
tions of the world. Here in America some are 
more richly endowed than others—in wealth, in 
mentality, in health. 


- What do we have that we did not receive? Per- 
haps we feel inclined to dispute this implied as- 


sertion. But, again, all we ask is for men to honest- 
ly think the question through. Who gave you the 
ability to make money, if you are rich; who gave 
you brains, if you are wise; who made you strong, 
if you are free from aches and pains? The final 
answer is God. 


Why do we glory? We do boast sometimes and 
feel inclined to scorn our fellow-men and fellow- 
Christians. All of us have some of the Pharisee 
in our make up. We like to feel that we are not 
like other men. But when we see the truth we 
will agree with Paul when he says that no flesh 
shall glory in the presence of God. 


Meditating on these questions will help us to 
“srow in grace’’: 


It should make us Very Humble. Rich people 
should be very humble; leaders of nations, of both 
state and church, must be the servants of all; 
men and women of outstanding intellectual and 
spiritual gifts and talents must be willing to stoop 
to men of low degree; Americans who have all the 
advantages of this land, how should we feel toward 
many backward nations? 


Make us Very Contented. “Godliness with con- 
tentment is great gain.’”’ How this restless, quar- 
reling world needs this lesson today! Everybody 
wants more than they have—more money, more 
power, more ease, more of what our brothers have. 
Whee will it end? Where will this spirit of 
covetousness lead us? Go back and read a book 
like Wagner’s Simple Life; far better, go back 
and read our Bible; live again with our Lord in 
the days of His flesh. 


Very Grateful. Most of us are among the ones 
who have received much. Suppose we could take 
a trip through Europe and Asia; suppose we could 
visit every insane asylum, every hospital, every 
home for incurables, every house where there is 
awful loneliness and heart ache—maybe we would 
be grateful. 


Very Generous. ‘He that seeth his brother have 
need.”’ We stand in the class of those who look on 


-and look down upon a bankrupt, bleeding world. 


We must not, we dare not shut our eyes or harden 
our hearts. 


May we remember the responsibility of those 
who have; that a steward must be faithful; that it 
is more blessed to give than to receive; that our 
blessings have all been received; that there is 
great joy in a life of unselfish ministry—joy like 
unto that of our Lowly, Ministering 


Shibboleth Or 
SibbolethP 


Once upon a time certain individuals who could 
not say shibboleth were rubbed out. Nowadays 
none loses his head for mispronunciation. Quite 
the contrary, even though they may stutter, the 
modern Ephraimites, so it is reported, enunciate 
the open sesame, and on such account are allowed 
to cross the fords and take high places on this side 
Jordan. 


Liberals protest the perfunctoriness of conserva- 
tism, saying: “O Yes; just so the candidates can 
pronounce the denominational shibboleths, even 
not knowing what they mean, they are rubber- 
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stamped and handed on.” Forsooth,- railing at 
strict creedal subscription becomes applause for 
the right to be untrammelled by orthodoxy! But 
Jack be nimble,—the liberals themselves turn 
right around and demand that they be endorsed 
without gainsaying, if they but glibly pronounce, 
albeit con amore, these identical shibboleths. Do 
they not accept the “system of doctrine’? 


What do you mean “System of doctrine’? A 
system is a collection of data related so as to make 
an organic whole. If hearsay be credible, it would 
appear to be defined in some quarters as: A ready 
refuge which an unfortunate formula affords to 
those who prefer to seem to be other than they are. 
The dwellers of Ephraim are taking speech-cor- 
rective. System of doctrine,—system of subter- 
fuge! No shortage in elasticity here! denying in 
detail, but most publicly and vociferously “loyal 
to the system!” “I accept the system, but I reject 
the Virgin Birth.” “I cannot subscribe to an In- 
fallible Book, but from my heart ,I do receive the 
system which depends on it.” A system of doc- 
trine is not a substitute for the items of the creed. 
What is the ocean but drops of water? the earth, 
but grains of sand! The contents make the sys- 
tem, O Ephraim, even as the trees the wood, and 
the houses the city. Since when has the whole 
ceased to be the sum of its parts? 


Admitting that there are some details not es- 
sential to the body of doctrine ,is not to allow Bib- 
lical facts in the creed to become matters of option 


in belief, relegated to the realm of theories. Blan- 


ket acceptance is still acceptance. And the sense 
of the creed is the sense intended by those who 
framed it, and by those (in line of succession) to 
whom it means what it says, and by the Word of 
God whence its sense derives. To adopt a sys- 
tem while questioning the facts which underlie 
it, is to foreswear oneself. The matter is then no 
longer one of orthodoxy but of integrity. This 
is written by no shoe-fitter. But neither con amore 
nor ex animo nor any other phrase in any language 
can exculpate perjury nor provide indulgence (sic) 
in the case of a cross-fingered signatory to any 


affirmation! It were far better to say sibboleth — 


and be liquidated than to say shibboleth and be 
dishonest. —R.F.G. 


The Rebuilding Of The Alba - 
Hotel At Montreat 


The old Alba Hotel at Montreat had become a 
problem. It was out of date, no longer in keeping 
with the other buildings of the Mountain Retreat 
Association, and totally inadequate to meet the 
needs of the Church’s agencies. 


In the providence of God, the problem has been 
partially solved by the destruction of the building 
by fire. But, this has thrust upon the Church a 
new phase of the problem—the erection of a big- 
ger and better Alba to meet the larger needs of 
growth and expansion all along the line. 


For thirty-five years, Dr. Anderson and his good 


wife have given liberally of their money and their . 


very life blood to the upbuilding of Montreat, and 
the blessing that has come to the Church is mani- 
fest to all. Dr. Anderson has shown himself to be 
a master builder, saving the Church thousands of 
dollars in the erection of the present buildings, and 
it is fortunate that he is still there to serve the 
Church in replacing the old Alba by the new. But 


he cannot do this alone. He needs the cooperation 
of the whole Church and its agencies. It is esti- 
mated that in addition to the insurance on the old 
building, at least $200,000 will be needed to com- 
plete the new hotel. 


On page 31 of the Southern Presbyterian Jour- 
nal, you will find a picture of the ruins of the old 
building and the architect’s drawing of the pro- 
posed new Alba. Read the statement that accom- 
panies these pictures, and send your check to Dr. 
R. C. Anderson, Treasurer of the Mountain Retreat 
Association. If you do this, you will feel more 
comfortable when you visit Montreat, because you 


will feel at home. 
Rev. R. F. Campbell, D.D. 


A Positive Message 


Are we ashamed of the Gospel? Does our puplit 
lack conviction touching the great truths of reve- 
lation? Under the pressure of scientific advance 
and intellectual progress, a constant and specious 
temptation besets the minister to concede that the 
original message is out of date or even erroneous. 
And it appears that more than a few make such 
concession, judging by pulpit utterance. 


Recently several elders were heard to deplore 
this situation. The focus of the complaint was 
that some of our own preachers trim the Gospel. 
It is tragic that accredited ambassadors with a di- 
rect mandate for, and a heavenly sanction attached 
to, the undiminished Gospel, are failing, whether 
consciously or unconsciously, to declare the whole 
counsel of God. And pathos is added to tragedy 
when we consider that the Gospel, without dilu- 


tion and without reduction, is not only the world’s — 


greatest need and the answer to its otherwise in- 
soluble problems, but that it is the preacher’s true 
fortification. 


The man of God can claim no other bid for an 
audience than, Thus saith the Lord: he needs no 
other defense for his message than, It is written! 
The revelation of God may wound; but the truth 
of the Lord will cure. The Bible is applicable to 
every case and pertinent to all situations in human 
experience. Therefore when the preacher mini- 
mizes the Word, he forfeits his own hope of pros- 
perity with man, as of approval before God. The 
Scriptures with their everlasting Gospel are, at the 
same time, the messenger’s inexhaustible source 
and his sole guarantee of success. Covering the 
cradle and the grave, extending from Hell to 
Heaven, relative to time and to eternity,—give us 
a positive message! God, Man, Sin, Salvation! 
Preach the Word. 

—R.F.G. 


) FREE TITHING LITERATURE 

FREE to any Evangelical Christian Minister, 
) Sunday School or Missionary Superintendent, 
! one copy of “GOD’S LOVING MONEY 
1. RULE FOR YOUR FINANCIAL PROS- 
| PERITY” for each family in his congregation 
| 


providing he will agree to give a talk on 
TITHING before distribution. Write stating 
denomination and number of leaflets desired 
to: TITHER, 710-J Title Insurance Building 
Los Angeles 13, California. 
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Is Organic Union Desirable? 


By Rev. R. L. McNair, D.D.* 


This is the burning question of the day in the 
Southern Presbyterian Church. It has been very 
ably discussed from many angles. Let us look at 
some of the most practical considerations. 


Some of us object to organic union per se. We 
think of our Southern Presbyterian Church much 
as we regard our family relationships. Our fathers 
were practically driven out of the mother church. 
In consequence they founded the Southern Church 
in all love and sincerity,—because they believed 
the demands of the hour required it. We have 
contributed of our means and of our prayers and 
of our efforts to its support. We love her people. 
We love her ways. 


We object to being dragged against our wills 
into an untried combination. No matter how 
earnest and sincere our brethren of the North may 
be, we know they do not understand our needs 
nor our people. We object to the whole movement 
because it has led to endless confusion and strife. 
As the debates advance in the Assembly and in 
the ‘synods and presbyteries, it will become more 
personal. And if it ever comes to a question of 
individual’ congregations, there will appear ma- 
jorities and minorities to make momentous de- 
cisions which will divide families, to say nothing 
of congregations and communities. Will, therefore, 
the most ardent advocate of union contend that 
the most hopeful advantages to the Church of God, 
could justify such sacrifice? There will be far 
less unity than now. 


Many of us object to organic union (even if 
there be no other objection) because such union 
means absolute absorption of the Southern Church, 
and with no prospect of a better one to take its 
place. We would be only one in four or five (some 
say one and some say the other, either would be 
bad enough), in the combined church. On a ques- 
tion of local interest or opinion, our vote would 
count for practically nothing, and without doubt 
many such questions would arise from time to 
time. Prominently among these is the present race 
question. The North and the South are still far 
apart on this issue, when practical questions are 
to be considered, (who can doubt or deny it). 
There is always the possibility of opening to all 
races our schools and colleges, our seminaries and 
even our orphanages, to say nothing of our 
churches and conventions. These questions would 
be brought up and settled by a majority vote. It 
is entirely conceivable that this would result in a 
complete change of personnel in the management 
of some or all such institutions. 


Such a combined church would be too large. The 
U.S.A. Church has already reached this stage. It 
is unwieldly, and our Assembly is fast becoming 
too large for careful and accurate work. It is 
thought by some that there are already evidences 
of more or less manipulation by the more promi- 
nent few. 


We should always bear in mind that God says: 
“not by might”, (margin—‘‘an army”) “but by 
my Spirit.”’ There are those in both Assemblies 
who seem to be obscessed with the idea that there 
is great advantage to be had in big things. “It 


would add to our influence if we had a bigger 
church,” they seem to say. Our influence where or 
for what, may we ask. We of the Southern Church 
are absolutely opposed to all interference or assis- 
tance in political matters. We have no power to. 
enforce our desires or opinions in social or world 
affairs. We have no power to carry into practice 
our church enactments amongst our own church 
people. It is pathetic to see how much valuable 
time is actually wasted discussing some reports 
of committees in all church courts. They are finally 
approved by a small majority and printed. Some 
of them are read by a few, some of them are 
never read by any one. If any brother doubts this, 
jet him ask for a show of hands in regard to some 
_ — long reports and make a practical test 
of i 


As a matter of fact much of the real work of 
the Church (and the work that counts for most) 
is done by individuals rather than by combina- 
tions. The same number of people—(if considered 
in large bodies), other things being equal, will ac- 
complish more, divided into comparatively small 
bodies, than if combined into larger companies. For 
instance, the same number of people organized 
into two churches, say from four to six hundred 
each, will accomplish more than if organized into 
one church of a thousand or fifteen hundred. 
This is true, because if men or women be given 
specific work to do, they will, generally speaking, 
take more interest in that work and accomplish 
more, than if left to select their own work. There 
are only so many places in any church, whether 
large or small. Therefore we are accustomed to 


say that the work of the church is done by the 


faithful few, so the more churches, within reason- 
able limits, the more places there are for indi- 
viduals. In other words, there are developed more 
bands of the faithful few. The others, for the 
most part, become so many onlookers, spectators, 
camp followers. 


Now, is not this true in our actual experience? 
If it were not for some of our small town and 
country churches, some of the big city churches 


might be reduced to much smaller proportions. 


Are we not justified, therefore, in the belief that 
two Assemblies might accomplish more than one, 
and so all the way (up or down?) There would 
probably be twice as many in places of responsi- 


bility, twice as many working on committees. 


It is also true that individuals are brought into 
the church by individual effort, by preaching and 
by personal work and influence. Can we imagine 
a man or a woman or a child joining the church 
because the preacher or the personal worker be- 
longs to a big church, or a big denomination? 


-It is contended by some that we have too many 
denominations. That may be true, but the union 
of the two under consideration would not reduce 
the number any. No matter how soon or how 
heartily that union might be formed, there will 
still be a Southern Presbyterian Church, and it 
will continue as long as conditions are what they 
are in the U.S.A. Church, at least as long as some 
of us who oppose the union live. 
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There is one argument in favor of union which 
might seem to be of some merit, that is the un- 
fortunate overlapping of the work of the two 
Assemblies. But if these two churches did not over- 
lap, some other denomination would probably take 
their places. There is no possible way to prevent 
such, so called, waste of effort. And after all 
how do we know that it is wasted energy. And 
further, may not the work of the Northern Church 
among the negroes account for the apparent over- 


lapping? 


There is also the serious objection to union 
which cannot possibly be eliminated as long as 
there are sO many men and women in the South- 
ern Church who are not willing to join the pro- 
posed union. That is to say that there is no plan 
yet presented which offers even a semblance of 
fair play, or even common honesty. It has been 
proposed that both Assemblies allow any individual 
body that refuses to enter the union, to hold on to 
its property, and that would appear to be only 
right and proper. But even if this be done in all 
honesty and all good faith, there would still be 
the question of schools, colleges and seminaries, 
and other property—such as missionary holdings, 
—and no way by which a just settlement might be 
made, so far as has been suggested‘*up to this time. 
The remaining Southern Presbyterian Church 
would be stripped bare of all equipment which 
now is as much ours as it is the property of those 
who would force it out of our hands. What busi- 
ness firm in the event of any change would even 
think of depriving any number of partners of their 
stock by any such methods! No court would per- 
mit such action. We are presumably Christian in 
character and should have no need of court com- 
pulsion. The only fair and honest proposition 
would be made in the offer to allow the Southern 
Church—the rightful owner of all of it—to hold 
it, those who go out to relinquish it, since they 
would be no longer any part of the original or- 
ganization. This same difficulty extends through 
the synods and presbyteries and every congre- 
gation. This union on any basis would create bad 
feeling which would continue for a generation or 
longer. 


Then we come to consider the all important 
question of what our Lord meant by His prayer. 
Did He pray for unity or union? If it be con- 
tended that He prayed for union, be it said with 
all reverence, very little progress has been made. 
And naturally we expect the prayers of our Lord 
to be answered. In all of these nineteen hundred 
years we have not been united enough to agree 
on what our Lord meant by His prayer. And the 
denominations are still increasing rather than di- 
minishing. Of course these facts are not an argu- 
ment but they do go very far to establish a pre- 
sumption in favor of the unity throng. Then, we 
might ask is it reasonable that Christ would have 
prayed for a change of human nature that would 
require all of God’s people to think alike. Spiritual 
unity leaves us free to differ in our methods of 
expression. We may be one in our attitude, aim 
and purpose. Union without unity would only be 
a force too repugnant for any consideration. If we 
adopt the union theory concerning our _ Lord’s 
prayer would we not be compelled to include all 
Catholics and all other sects which call themselves 
Christian? Moreover were there not divisions in 
the early Church? Many of them. Jesus Christ did 
not uphold John who would hinder the man who 
cast out demons in His name, yet did not follow 


them. 


Now let us consider briefly some of the con- 
ditions which obtain in the U. S. A. Church: 

First: Let us consider the Auburn Affirmation- 
ists. If these brethren were careful to avoid even 
the appearance of evil they would not only be 
willing but eager to declare themselves in a way 
that would be understood. They would not have 
left their friends, (and even admirers) in doubt 
and distress through all of these years. What 
honest sincere Christian would be willing for peo- 
ple to regard him as a heretic (and a most griev- 
ous one) when it would be so easy for him to cor- 
rect a false impression? And are we left entirely 
to speculation or a guess concerning some of 
them? Have not young men been ordained in the 
gospel ministry who did not measure un to stand- 
ard requirements in some of the Northern Presby- 
teries? And have not some of these Affirmation- 
ists written and spoken things that were by no 
means orthodox? 


If these Affirmationists had been concerned 
about a question of constitutionality of the action 
of their Assembly, as has been so strenuously con- 
tended, why did they take the trouble to character- 
ize all of these fundamentals as ‘‘not essentials’’? 
Their being essential or not essential had not the 
slightest connection with their having been con- 
stitutionally adopted. All of that would seem to 
be nothing more or less than the veriest subter- 
fuge. In any event they are self-convicted. The 
man who regards belief in the atonement as non- 
essential, as well as all the other dostrines so 
characterized, not only shows himself to be un- 
worthy of ordination to the gospel ministry, but he 
has forfeited all rights to call himself a Chris- 
tian. He has denied the very word of Christ Him- 
self. Several times Christ represents Himself as 
dying for sinners. They may profess to believe 
and preach the gospel in all of its fulness, but if 
they do not consider any of its claims essential, 
they preach only the speculations of men—either 
of their own or those of others. They may be great 
scholars and very attractive and all that, but as 
long as they so regard the truths of the gospel 
they cannot in any sense be regarded as worthy 
of the name of ministers. 


Do you say that is extreme? A Christian accepts 
Christ or he does not accept Christ. There is no 
half way or in between position. There is no modi- 
fied Christ. Neither has Christ called them to 
preach a modified gospel. There are many va- 
rieties of men in the ministry, but there are no 
varieties of the gospel. 


Should we join the Northern Church we be- 
come sponsor for the Affirmationist. If you go 
into a place of business and ask the price of any 
article, you do not consider it necessary to con- 
sult every stockholder of the concern. Even a clerk 
is sufficient—he speaks for all concerned. So 


every ordained minister in any denomination is 


supposed to speak with authority for that denomi- 
nation. 


One of the most serious features of the whole 
situation is the fact that, if we go over to the 
Northern Church, we surrender our whole system 
by which we have endeavored to safeguard the in- 
terests of the gospel through our whole history. 
By much study and changes we have built up very 
carefully a system by which all men seeking to 
enter the gospel ministry must be tested. He must 
be examined most thoroughly and that, after years 
of careful training. Not only is every minister re- 
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quired to say he believes all of the things the 
affirmationist has branded as non-essentials, but 
he is required to sign his name to that effect. And 
not only is this true of the man who is ordained 
by our church, but it is true of any one of us that 
goes from one presbytery to another. In the face 
of all this how can we go over to a body which 
is made up of some who not only have not sub- 
seribed to these, but have put themselves on record 
as believing them non-essential. What action 
should we take if an affirmationist seek admission 
into one of our Southern Presbyteries even before 
we have joined his company? 


Oh, but someone says: “‘Why make such ado 
about these men in the Northern Church? We have 
many of the same kind in our Church.” Well, if 
there be such in our Church they have stultified 
themselves. They promised that if they should 
change their belief they would notify their pres- 
bytery. In any event we would not better matters 
any by adding to the number by any method. To 
have conducted our Church by such methods 
through all our history, and then go over bag and 
baggage to a company that is known to have a 
large percentage of men who so regard the funda- 
mentals of the gospel, would be not only a farce 
but the most arrant hypocrisy. In any event if a 
union be decided upon the General Assembly should 
release us, as far as possible, from our solemn 
obligations. And when that is done there should 
be added this—(the only creed upon. which there 
can be a real union)—‘“‘Let every man believe what 


he pleases.”’ 


Some of those who are most zealous for union 
are inclined to characterize those of us who op- 
pose as bigots. Why cannot we be as broad as 
those who are willing to unite with us? What some 
call broad mindedness is only shallowness. A man 
who can be one thing as well as another could 
be nothing just as easily. We are admonished to 
“contend earnestly for the faith which was once 
for all delivered unto the saints.” Much more is. 
said in the Scriptures about avoiding all associ- 
ation with false believers than is said about union. 
Christ Himself says that He came not to bring 
peace but division. (Luke 12:49). Any member or 
the home may be opposed to any other member, 
even parents and children, brothers and sisters, 
and that opposition may be carried out to the 
death in such relationships. It is not intimated 
that these dividing differences shall develop out 
of consideration of political issue or any other 
worldly issue. Christ Himself is the dividing line 
between true and false of every age of the Church. 
Should the real believer enter the U. S. A. Church 
he may need to walk very softly. He may have 
to soft-pedal some of these all-important doctrines 
which the affirmationist has characterized as non- 
essential. If he continues to preach these funda- 
mentals, without which there can be no gospel, 
he may be thrown out by these broad minded 
liberals, as was our beloved brother, Dr. Machen. 
There was tolerance with a vengeance. We bring 
no charges against the affirmationist further than 
to lament his error, but we do prefer the associ- 
ation of our own company to his. 

May God guide His people. 


“Lynchburg, Va. 


Paul’s Love For His Brethren 


| By Rev. Wm. L. Hiemstra* 7 


At the present time of world upheavel many 
Presbyterian and Reformed churches are aiding 
distressed sister churches throughout the world. 
In this way the saints are demonstrating their love 
for the brethren. This is commendable. Romans 
9:3 speaks of Paul’s love for the brethren, “For I 
could wish that myself were accursed from Christ 
for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the 
flesh.”? Examination of this statement of Paul re- 
veals to us three things about the apostle’s great 
love: (1) its unworthy objects, (2) its remark- 
able intensity, (3) and its impelling motive. 


I. Despite his profound knowledge and deep 
insight into the mysteries of God, the apostle Paul 


was not a cold intellectual. On the contrary, he 


was tender-hearted; his religion was of the heart 
as well as of the head. How affectionately he ad- 
dressed the Corinthians, ‘‘My love be with you all 
in Christ Jesus’? (1 Cor. 16:24). In a second letter 
he wrote, “For out of much affliction and anguish 
of heart I wrote unto you with many tears; not 
that ye should be grieved, but that ye might know 
the love which I have more abundantly unto you.” 
(II Cor. 2:4). There can be no doubt of Paul’s love 
for his brethren in the Lord. 


But more than that, Paul loved all men. Hear 
him say to the Galatians, “. . . let us not be weary 
in well doing ...,’”’ and “. . . let us do good unto 


all men, especially unto them who are of the 
household of faith” (Gal. 6:9-10). 


However, the love of Paul for the brethren 


spoken of in Romans 9:3 does not refer to his love 


for the saints or for all men in general. Paul 
writes of his love for his brethren, “‘kinsmen ac- 
cording to the flesh.” It is surprising that the 
apostle Paul should assert his love so boldly, yet 
in a preceding verse he swears to the truthfulness 
- his declaration;—‘“I say the truth in Christ, I 
ie not.” 


Paul’s kinsmen according to the flesh were 
unworthy objects of his love. There was nothing 
that they had done to call forth such love from 
the great apostle, unless it was the fact that their 
continued persecution had shown him his own 
weakness, forcing him to find all necessary strength 


in the God of his salvation. 


The unworthy objects of his love, his kinsmen, 
were his persecutors. They desired to destroy his 
work. They followed Paul that they might trouble 
him. After his conversion, Paul at Damascus 
“preached Christ in the synagogue that he is the 
Son of God” (Acts 9:20). His kinsmen made plans 
to kill him. In Acts 13 we read that Paul’s brethren 
drove him from Antioch. In the following chapter 
Luke informs us that Jews from Antioch and 
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Iconium agitated among the people of Lystra, 
causing Paul to be stoned. 


Notwithstanding all this shameful treatment, 
Paul loved his kinsmen. He reminds us of our 
Savior, who also loved his people, “‘who came unto 
his own and his own received him not’ (John 
1:11). Yet He loved them so much that He could 
sincerely cry aloud, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou 
that killest the prophets, and stonest them which 
are sent unto thee, how often would I have gath- 
ered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth 
her chickens under her wings, and ye would not!’’ 
(Matt. 23:37). 


The missionary labors of the great apostle testify 
to the genuineness of the love he asserts. Paul 
had been commissioned the apostle to the Gentiles. 
How magnificently he executed his commission! 
Nevertheless, it was an indication of love for his 
kinsmen that in most instances when entering a 
city he first preached in the synagogue. Only after 
the Jews rejected him and his messages did Paul 
proclaim the Gospel to the Gentiles. He believed 
and practiced the truth that the gospel of Christ 
was the “power of God unto salvation to every one 
that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the 
Greek.”’ (Rom. 1:16). Paul’s kinsmen were his 
persecutors, his enemies. He loved them! He said 
so. He also daily transformed his words into deeds. 


There should be no controversy about the duty 
of Christians to love their brethren in the Lord. 
We are also enjoined by the apostle’s teaching to 
love all men. In addition we should follow Paul’s 
example in ministering unto the needs of his kins- 
men acccerding to the flesh. We may also reason 
from the greater to the lesser. If Paul loved his 
unworthy kinsmen according to the flesh, we 
should also love our more worthy kinsmen accord- 
ing to creation. This love is not to flow in a re- 
ciprocal fashion. Our love for the brethren must 
be boldly asserted and smanfully performed. It 
may not be blocked by hatred or persecution. Such 
love for the brethren, even if the brethren be 
unworthy objects of our love, will result in a 
burning missionary interest. 


II. If we can marvel at Paul’s love for such un- 
worthy brethren, we may very well gasp in amaze- 
ment when confronted with the remarkable in- 
tensity of his love for his kinsmen. ‘For I could 
wish that myself were accursed from Christ for 
my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh.” 


During the recent war there were many heroes 
who nobly sacrificed their lives in order to protect 
their comrades in arms. Paul doesn’t mean that 
he would desire the dissolution of his physical 
life for the benefit of his brethren. Much more 
is involved! To be accursed is not a pleasant 
thought. Whatever else is involved in the use of 
the word we may not neglect the important truth 
that to be accursed is to be separated from the 
love of God and to experience everlasting death. 
In order that we may not fail to grasp this stag- 
gering truth there is added to the word “ac- 
cursed,” “from Christ.” Such a condition the 
apostle could desire to come upon himself if it 
would be of advantage to Israel. Surely this is 
high proof of his love. 


Paul does not say, “I do wish,’ but rather, “I 
could wish.”’ He realizes the impossibility and im- 
propriety of steadfastly entertaining such a de- 
sire. It would be sinful for him to desire that he 
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be unholy. It was impossible that his indissoluble 
union with Christ be severed. Paul in his avowal 
of love for his brethren echoes the sentiment ex- 
pressed by Moses, the great Old Testament prophet. 
The children of Israel had sinned against Jehovah 
by their idolatrous worship. Moses interceded for 


them before the Lord, saying, “Yet now if thou — 


wilt forgive their sin: "and if not, blot me, I pray 
thee, out of thy book which thou hast written’’. 
(Ex. 32:32). This was also impossible, for the 
“Lord said unto Moses, whosoever hath sinned 
against me, him will I blot out of my _ book.” 


(V. 33). 


Paul’s love for the brethren was a strong and 
distinct emotion gushing forth from a heart which 
was a fountain of love. He therefore uses the 
strongest possible language to express that love. 
There was no limit to the legitimate self-sacrifice 
which he would gladly bear if only it would be of 


benefit to Israel. There was such a remarkable in- 


tensity of his love for the brethren that he con- 


sidered himself as nothing; his personal happiness 


was unimportant when compared with the ad- 
vantage of his brethren. 


Anti-Semitism is again current and popular. The 


Gospel of Christ is diametrically opposed to all 
race and class hatred, including hatred of the 
Jews. Rather than lend our aid to Jew-baiters, 
Christians ought to become vitally interested in 


- Hebrew missions. If Paul, the apostle, one, who 


according to some standards of judgment, had 
every possible human reason to hate his kinsmen, 
loved them—unworthy objects that they were— 
with such a remarkable intensity that he could 
speak of being accursed for their sake, it follows 
that disciples of today should manifest a love of 
comparable intensity for Paul’s kinsmen and their 
own kinsmen. 


We must emulate Paul’s love by ministering to 
our brethren throughout the world—those who 
are not now our brethren in Christ, but who are 


our brethren because of the fact that they are 


creatures of God’s handiwork, possessing soul and 
body. There have been a few people who have 
approximated the intense love of Paul for the 
brethren. Many more are needed. 


III. What could have been the reason for such 
great love for the brethren? Did pity for a de- 
prived segment of humanity provoke such love? 
Many of the brethren undoubtedly possessed more 
of the good things of this life than did Paul. 
Furthermore, to preach continually at the risk of 
one’s life requires more than a feeling of pity for 
the less fortunate. Paul answers our question when 
he says, “Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer 
to God for Israel is, that they may be saved.” 
(Rom. 10:1). Paul was aware of the great 
temporal and spiritual ruin that soon was to over- 
take his countrymen. He remembered that they 
had been the custodians of the oracles of God. 
They had been the instruments through whom God 
had accomplished many mighty and wonderful 
deeds. They were also the people “of whom as 
concerning the flesh Christ came” (V. 5). Paul’s 
kinsmen had rejected the Messiah and were now 
without hope. These thoughts caused him to ex- 
perience great and constant heaviness of spirit. 
His love went out to them in their desperate 
plight. Therefore he preached to them the cruci- 
fied and risen Christ, the Lord of Glory, in whom 
alone there is salvation. 
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This doesn’t mean that Paul was a blind zealot, 
a warped personality, a person with an other- 
worldly complex. He was also concerned about the 
temporal welfare of his brethren. This may be in- 
ferred from the fact that Barnabas and Paul were 
emissaries of the church at Antioch to the 
Jerusalem church, bearing gifts for those affected 
by the great famine. (Acts 11:29-30). 


Pity for deprived humanity is not a sufficiently 


impelling motive for the manifestation of great — 


love for the brethren. I have been told the story 
of a man, who, because of pity for the ignorant 
of the dark continent, went forth to serve as a 
Christian missionary to Africa. He soon became 
discouraged and was prepared to discontinue his 
missionary service. However, he took a renewed 
interest in his work when he realized that he 
must minister not merely because of pity, but 
because of duty, and out of love to the God who 
had marvelously affected his salvation. The mis- 
sionary had a more compelling motive for intense 
missionary service, a manifestation of great love 
for the brethren. 


A medical missionary would hardly have spent 
twenty-five years in China treating leprosy merely 
because of pity for the afflicted. Few men or wom- 
en remain in constant contact with the scualor, 
dirt, filth, and disease of India for a lifetime 
merely because of pity for suffering humanity in 
abject circumstances. 


The Christian missionary with an intense love 
for his brethren, is more than a social worker. He 
proclaims a message of salvation from sin. He does 
this as an ambassador of Christ, as an agent of the 
church, as a representative of you and me. This 
doesn’t mean that we do not wish to clothe naked 
bodies, fill empty stomachs, and dress ugly wounds. 
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We want to do all of these things. To neglect these 
duties would indicate a lack of genuine love for 
the brethren. However, the story that we have to 
tell to the nations is of Jesus and His love. Our 
first task is to speak of redemption through faith 
in Pee Christ, the only mediator between God 
and man. 


The key to the proper understanding of Paul’s 
great love for his brethren is that he had person- 


ally experienced the salvation he proclaimed. He 


had become dead to sin and alive to the spirit. 
Paul had become a new creature in Christ Jesus; 
he possessed a spirit-driven personality. He had a 
boundless love for God and His glory. He realized 
that the glory of God is best attained through the 
salvation of sinners, the salvation of his unworthy 
brethren. 


Because Paul loved God, he was able and willing 
to love the brethren. Such a love for God and 
men as Paul demonstrated should also character- 
ize every Christian. 


A love of great intensity, will automatically 
produce a vital interest in the missionary work of 
the church. It will enable us to give to it, pray 
for it, sacrifice in behalf of it. Love for our breth- 
ren will cause us to participate energetically in 
the onward march of Christ’s Kingdom. This ac- 
tivity will hasten the ae of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, our kinsmen according “to the Spirit, who 
was willing to be accursed from God the Father 
for our salvation. He was accursed from God be- 
cause he so loved sinful humanity that he gave 
himself for us and for as many as have been or- 
dained to eternal life throughout the world. 


*Water Valley, Miss. 


The F ederal Council And 
‘Race Segregation”’ 


By Rev. J. E. Flow, D.D.* 


According to Associated Press reports from the 
Federal Council meeting in Columbus, Ohio, April 
6, 1946, “America’s 25,000,000 Protestant church 
goers were asked to work for a broad program in- 
tended ... to end ‘Jim Crowism’ in race rela- 


tions.” 


“With no dissent but without a full affirmative 
show of hands, the council adopted another report, 
renouncing the pattern of segregation in race rela- 
tions as unnecessary, undesirable, and in violation 
of the gospel of love and human brotherhood.” 


“Dr. Henry Sloan Coffin, former head of Union 
Theological Seminary New York, and present re- 
search director of the council, explained that the 
action committed the council to ask its 25 con- 
stituent churches to do all they can to end ‘en- 
forced segregation of Negroes and other non-white 
races.” 


Since our Southern Presbyterian church is one 
of those 25 constituent churches, we may expect 
this request to be presented to the coming General 
Assembly for action. 


It is often assumed in certain quarters that the 
Southern people as a whole are unfriendly, or at 
least indifferent to the welfare of the Negroes, who 
live among us, and it is further assumed that it is 
the Christian duty of outsiders to continually re- 


mind us that we are unchristian in our dealings 
with them. 


The Christian people in the South do not hate 
the Negroes nor are they indifferent to their wel- 
fare. There are wicked people in the South as 
well as in the North who do hate the Negro, and 
it is these wicked people that complicate the race 
problem. Race hatred is as old or older than the 
time when the Jews hated the Samaritans and the 
Samaritans hated the Jews with compound interest. 
It is found in every nation where there are mixed 
races, and class hatred is found in nations where 
all are of one race. 


My father was a confederate soldier, a sincere 
Christian, and a good friend of the Negroes. At the 
end of the war when the South was bankrupt, and 
times were very hard, he, with many others like 
him, voted to tax himself to provide schools for the 
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Negro children, when he was hardly able to give 
his own children a very meager education. The 
Christian people of the South helped them to build 
and support their own churches, and to this day 
‘ the best friends the Negroes have are the Christian 
:people of the South. We want to help them in the 
Jbest way and in an understanding way. | 


Thomas Jefferson stated in the declaration of in- 
dependence “the inalienable right of every man 
to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” We 
Southern people know that the Negroes are happy 
and enjoy more liberty in their own schools, their 
own churches, their own communities, riding in 
their own railroad cars, and waiting in their own 
waiting rooms, where they are free and happy 
among themselves. They are naturally, a care- 
free, jovial, and contented people, and are very so- 
ciable one with another. ut liberty and happi- 
ness are not more important than the right.to live. 


Within my recollection, covering a number of 
years, there have been seven race riots in the 
United States in which the Negroes suffered ter- 
ribly. Scores of them were killed, many others 
wounded, many women and children and aged peo- 
ple were murdered and the homes of innocent peo- 
ple destroyed. One of these occurred in the South, 
in Atlanta, Ga., a number of years ago, and we, the 
best people in the South, hang our heads in shame, 
because of it. Six of these race riots took place 
north of Mason and Dixon’s line. One in Washington 
City, one in Philadelphia, one in Detroit, one in 
Chicago, one in East St. Louis, [l., and one in 


Springfield, I1l., the former home and final resting 
place of Abraham Lincoln. The riot in East St. 
Louis, Ill., was particularly revolting, as the news- 
paper reported that an infant child was snatched 
from the arms of its Negro mother and dashed to 
its death on the concrete pavement. Somebody in 
the North ought to be ashamed of that record. One 
race riot in the South was one too many of course, 
but six race riots in the North were six too many. 


We would like to know, if any one could tell us, 
just how many race riots have been prevented or 
avoided by the segregation of the races in the 
South. If our Assembly by a majority vote were 
able to abolish all race segregation in the South, 
it might delight the Federal council, but I would 
be afraid for them to do it, for I fear the South 
might treat the Negroes as badly and as shame- 
fully as the North has already treated them in the 
years that are past. 


We Christian people of the South regard race 


riots as “unnecessary, undesirable, and a violation 

of the gospel of love and human brotherhood.” 

se than that we regard race riots as wholesale 
urder. 


If we have to choose between segregation of the 
races and race riots we prefer segregation of the 
races, or even “Jim Crowism”. The Negro as well 
as the white man has an inalienable right to life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” 


*Concord, N. C. 


Are We Ready To Unite With 
An Unhappy Church? 


By Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D.* 


There are many factors involved in the matter of 
organic union with another Church. Unless we are 
careful we shall overlook some very important 
ones in our discussions. One of the things, so far 
as I know, that has been overlooked is that the 
Northern Presbyterian Church is and has been for 
the past two decades an unhappy Church. | Con- 


servative Christians have found it so. Many Bible- © 


believing Christians in this Church have had bitter 
experiences under prevailing conditions. Two more 
Presbyterian Churches are in existence today be- 
cause of this fact —the Orthodox Presbyterian 
Church and the Bible Presbyterian Church. 


It must also be remembered that this unhappi- 
ness has not been confined to Christian ministers. 
Consistent and intelligent laymen have suffered 
likewise because of the intolerable conditions with- 
in the Northern Presbyterian Church. An example 
of this is found in the recent biography of Henry 
Parsons Crowell, the late president of the Quaker 
Oats Company, the Perfection Stove Company, and 
the Wyoming Hereford Ranch. 


Mr. Crowell served a number of years as a ruling 
elder in the Fourth Presbyterian Church of Chi- 
cago. He was one of the outstanding Christian 


laymen cf all times. He accumulated a great for- 


‘tune as a servant of God and then disposed of it as 


a consecrated steward of God. He was more than 
a tither. On one occasion he was able to say, “For 
over forty years I have given from sixty to seventy 


per cent of my income to God.” Unfortunately this | 


great Christian layman found modernism so rank 


within his own denomination that it caused him to 


suffer tremendous grief and heartache. 


The climax in Mr. Crowell’s experience came in 
May, 1943. He bought an afternoon paper and 


_ this was the headline: 


"Dr. Henry Sloan Coffin New Presbyterian 
Moderator 


Elected On First Vote Cast.” 


Examining the article in detail he found that the 


nomination was made by Dr. George A. Buttrick 
of New York, and seconded by Dr. Harrison Ray 
Anderson, pastor of the Fourth Presbyterian 
Church of Chicago. He sensed the terrible tragedy 
that had happened. He began to struggle with his 
conscience as to the best course to pursue. His 
conscience said, “There is nothing to do but to 
break with the Presbyterian Church. This is the 
intolerable yoke.” The unhappy‘truth dawned on 
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him that the Northern Presbyterian Church had 
elected as its head an out and out modernist. He 
gave extended periods to prayer and meditation to 
find his way, earnestly asking for the will of God. 


This break represented tremendous sacrifice to 
Mr. Crowell as it represented nearly seventy-five 
years of cherished associations. As his biographer, 
Richard Ellsworth Day, put it, “It meant breaking 
with the Fourth’ Presbyterian Church into which 
he had poured the vigor of his middle age.” 


Before taking the final step Mr. Crowell ex- 
amined afresh the evidence that Dr. Coffin had 
departed from the Christian Faith. Before him 
was a number of Dr. Coffin’s printed statements. 
Here were the statements of Dr. Coffin: 


As to the Virgin Birth: “My own country is in the 
throes of a belated theological controversy due to 
the persistence of an obsolete and unprotestant 
view of biblical inerrancy ... it has focused on a 
single point, the Virgin birth of our Lord... No 
New Testament writer combines pre-existence and 
miraculous birth.” 7 


As to the Atonement: “The revolt from various 
theories of the atonement has been due to their 
un-Christian views of God ...A father whose 
wrath has to be appeased is not the Father of Jesus 
Christ ... Such a God freely forgives ... Certain 
widely-used hymns still perpetuate the theory that 
God pardons sinners because Christ purchased that 
pardon by His suffering ... Forgiveness that is 
paid for is not forgiveness...” 


As to Miracles: “Some preachers discard passages 
wherein the miraculous is prominent... they do 
not feel intellectually honest in employing them. 
Others use them, but give the impression of being 
ill at ease with them. Others, to the bewilderment 
of some of their hearers, use them as though they 
were handling a matter-of-fact modern history ... 
The modern preacher may not feel he knows ex- 
actly what lies behind the tradition of many of the 
Biblical miracles. Let him use them for that pur- 
pose (that is, the modern preacher does not ask 
his hearers to reproduce the miraculous experience 
in literal form, but to urge them to apprehend a 
spiritual principle.)” 


As to Presbyterianism: He hoped the day would 


come when ministers and other office-bearers 


would not be required to accept the Scriptures as 
the supreme standard of faith and life... He re- 
mained a Presbyterian, not because he believed 
it was better, but because for the present he could 


most usefully serve in it . . . People pass readily 


from one communion to another. There are genu- 
ine differences—the differences between an in- 
fallible type who believe in an inerrant book, and 
the experimental type who believe in the progres- 
sive leadership of the Spirit within. : 


As to the Bible: “Liberalism is opposed to ex- 


- ternal authority because it obstructs free response 


to truth. Tradition declares it (the Bible) verbally 
inspired and inerrant... verbal inspiration cannot 
be asserted of a collection of writings which fre- 
quently contain divergent accounts ... The Pro- 
testant Reformers did not regard the Bible as an 
external authority .. .” Ect! 


These statements were sufficient proof of the 
leaven of the Saducees. The man who made these 
statements was then moderator of the Northern 
Presbyterian Church. During the month of June 
he agonized in prayer and his conclusion was that 
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he had fought against this leaven of the Saducees 
and had lost. And then, being convinced it was 
che will of God for him to withdraw from this in- 
tolerable condition he called in his secretary and 
dictated this significant letter: 


Dictated June 25, 1943. 
Mailed June 28, 1943. 
Dr. Harrison Ray Anderson, ? 
Pastor of the Fourth Presbyterian Church 
of Chicago, Illinois, 
126 East Chestnut Street, 
Chicago, Illinois. 


My dear Dr. Anderson: 


Some of the decisions made at the one hundred 
and fifty-fifth General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church of the United States held at Detroit, 
Michigan, in the latter part of the month of May, 
1943, have been so unexpected and startling as to 
cause me to remain at home on Sundays that I 
might study the full depth and meaning of them 
under the direct guidance of the Holy Spirit. 


The conclusion that I have finally reached is not 
in harmony and sympathy with the decision of the 
Assembly in electing Dr. Henry Sloan Coffin, the 
President of the Union Theological Seminary of 
New York City, as moderator of the Assembly. In 
arriving at this decision, I believe the delegates 
have made a serious error and one difficult to un- 
derstand. The commissioners or delegates to the 
Assembly are picked men, chosen because of their 
character, ability, and fitness in meeting and un- 
derstanding all of the problems that will have to 
be considered while the Assembly is in session. It 
is assumed that they know the Bible and its deep 
and valued truths, for most of them must have 
taught classes in the Sunday School and used its 
truths in personal work. With this preparation, 
and possessed of clear minds and devoted, prayer- 
ful souls, how could a majority of them cast their 
ballot for a man known to be an outstanding mod- 
ernist for many years, as well as the President of 
the Union Theological Seminary of New York City 
ever since 1926? 


Dr. Coffin was elected on the first vote cast, a 
very unusual happening, which means that no 
questions were asked and no discussion took place. 
To be Moderator of the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church North is to occupy the place 
of highest honor within the gift of the Presbyterian 
denomination. Why should this honor, exalted as 
it is, be conferred upon a modernist, talented, in- 
telligent, and forceful though it may be, instead 
of upon a conservative member of the Presbyterian 
denomination whose faith has never been ques- 
tioned and who has never faltered in his loyalty, 
devotion and obedience to our risen Lord and Sa- 
viour, Jesus Christ? 


I have protested against Modernism before and 
have done many things that I have hoped might 
check it, but the present issue and its apparent pop- 
ularity indicate that the trend is now stronger than 
ever before. 


There is one further protest that I can make and 
as I have been led to it through prayer, communion, 
and fellowship with the Lord Jesus Christ, I make 
known to you. I desire to sever all relationship 
that I may have with the Presbyterian denomina- 
tion. I hereby resign from membership in the 
Fourth Presbyterian Church of Chicago and retire 
from the office of Elder in the said church, wich 
service of love I have prized from many ye7 
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also release the occupancy of Pew 32 which I have 
held for myself and family every since the opening 
Sunday when the first services were held in the 
new church building. 


I have received many blessings because of my 
membership in the Fourth Presbyterian Church 
that have been rich and full as the years have 
passed, and my heart is filled with love for many 
dear ones that I have worked with in various ways 
so it is difficult to say “goodbye’”’. 


The appeal of Modernism appears to be gaining 
strength as revealed by the General Assembly at 
its last meeting and it leaves the Presbyterian de- 
nomination standing on dangerous ground, for 
there is a vast difference between conservatism and 
Modernism in the interpretation of Scripture and 
in being loyal and true to the well defined stand- 
ards left us by Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 


Something should be done at once to stop this 
drift toward Modernism and I have thought of 
nothing better than for me to withdraw from the 
church as a definite forceful protest against the 
changing standards and the weakening of the 
Church’s loyalty and devotion to Jesus Christ. I 
can serve the Lord elsewhere with a clear con- 
science, warm heart, and responsive love that will 


keep me ever in close union and fellowship with 
my Saviour who loved me and gave Himself for 
my salvation and that of all who come to Him by 


faith. 


I shall continue to eieember | you, Dr. Anderson, 
and the members of the Fourth Church in prayer. 


Hopefully yours, 
HPC:md ‘H. P. Crowell. 


For further details regarding this incident I refer 
our readers to “Breakfast Table Autocrat” by 
Richard Ellsworth Day and published by Moody 
Press, Chicago, II]. 


We are persuaded that Southern Presbyterians, 
with such facts before them, will not be so naive as 
to embrace the imaginary pictures painted by pro- 
fessional unificationists of the happy relationship 
following organic union. When they orate about 
this Utopian relationship, let us remind them that 
“All that glitters is not gold”. Let us be sensible 
enough to profit from the experiences of others. 
Although we have the deepest Christian sympathy 
for Conservative Christians in the Northern Church 
we do not believe that the proposed union would 
remove the cause of this unhappiness. It is not 
hard to envision the possibility that such a menper 
might make a bad situation worse. 


Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For June 2: Friends 
At Bethany 


Scripture: Mark 14:38-9; Luke 10:38-42; John 


11:1-44; 12:1-3; Gal. 5: 18c. Devotional Reading: 
Psalm 145:1-7. 


Jesus had friends in many places, but His friends 
at Bethany were in some respects the closest and 
dearest of them all. He went to many homes but 
no other home was quite as dear to Him during the 
years of His public ministry as the home at 
Bethany. The apostles were a chosen band of spe- 
cial friends whom He loved and trained for their 
special work. The two sisters and brother were 
a sort of family circle in which His love and 
sympathy were manifested in ways that even His 
apostles could not fully appreciate. 


It is very fitting then that we study this re- 
lationship between the Savior and Martha, Mary, 
Lazarus, and Simon, the leper, for it has some 
wonderfully beautiful and golden truths that will 
make the Master a blessing to our homes. 


Doing what we can. (Mark 14:3-9; John 12:1-3). 
These two passages belong together. 


The Great Friend had certainly done what He 
could for the family at Bethany. It has been sup- 


posed that Simon the leper was the husband of 


Martha, and had been healed. Be this as it may, 
we know that in this home Lazarus had been raised 
from the dead, 


It was natural that they should “make Him a 
supper” and that often He would come back to 
this home for rest and refreshment. There was 
nothing which these sisters and brother would 
not do for such a Friend. 


During this supper Mary anoints His head and 
feet with the alabaster box of precious ointment. 
This act involving the costly gift which she lavish- 
ed on Him caused some criticism, especially from 
Judas. Why this waste? Why was it not sold and 
given to the poor? (What Judas meant was, ‘“‘Why 
not sold and the money put in my money bag?’’) 


Christ not only rebukes this covetous spirit of 
the disciple who was to betray Him for thirty 
pieces of silver, but defends Mary and eulogizes 
her act. “‘She hath done what she could—wrought 
a good work—anointed my body beforehand to 
the burying.’’ The odor of this ointment filled the 
room and the rich fragrance of her deed has filled 
the world and inspired many similar deeds from 
those who truly love Him. Nothing, no matter 
how precious, is wasted when given to our Great 
Friend and Savior. He deserves the first place 
in our hearts. Do any of us ever have the spirit 
of Judas? Is it not sometimes seen in our church 
activity? 


This act is better understood when we study the 
other two scenes in this home. 


Two ways of serving. (Luke 10:38-42). Both 


these sisters wished to serve, and both kinds of 
service are needed. 
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Martha expressed her love with her hands. She 
was busy preparing the meal; but she was also 
‘“cumbered with much serving.’’ I was interested 
in seeing how Helen Montgomery translated this 
phase and found the translation very suggestive: 
“Martha meanwhile was growing distracted about 


much serving.” Is not that a very real danger to. 


us all in our day of multiplied machinery in the 
church? In our bustling activity—we might say 
feverish activity—a disease we have caught from 
the world—we have gone to the other extreme 
from the mysticism and “shut in” methods of 
some periods of church history. Our work gets 
on our nerves. We have forgotten the command 
of God: “Be still and know that I am God.” We 
are too busy to be still. We Grow distracted with 
our much serving. We have no time to wait on and 


for the Lord, to listen to His voice, to. meditate 


on His Word. 


Our Master certainly thought that this was 
the case with Martha, and there is rebuke in His 
words. Mary has chosen the better part—to sit at 
His feet and listen to His teaching. Mary was 
neither lazy, indifferent, or careless, but she had 
to choose between food for the body and food 
for the soul; she made her choice, and won com- 
mendation from Jesus. 


There was a time, perhaps, when the church 
needed more of the Martha way of serving. When 
hermits and others shut themselves off from men 
and spent all their time in “holy meditation,” al- 
lowing the work of ministering to men to be neg- 
lected or,done by others, but that mistaken atti- 
tude does not predominate in the church today. 
Both types are needed. To listen and dream while 
men need our help is useless. But to rush about 
trying to serve without first getting directions, 
inspiration, and power from intimate fellowship 
with our Friend, is also useless. Why not listen 


like Mary, when our Friend wants to talk, and 


then work like Martha without the worry? I feel 
sure that Mary was a good worker, too, when there 
was nothing more important to do. They serve best 
who wait and listen. 


“Walking a mile with sorrow.” (John 11:1-44). 


“T walked a mile with Sorrow, 
And ne’er a word said she; 

But, oh, the things I learned from her 
When sorrow walked with me.” 


This is only partly true. When our Great Friend 
walks with us in our sorrow, then we learn our 
real lessons. 


This chapter is so full of richest truth that it 
deserves fully the place it has in all heart-broken 
homes. The sisters “walked a mile with sorrow,” 
and with the Savior, and learned to trust and love 
and worship as never before. 


First was a feeling of deep disappointment. They 
could not understand why He did not immedi- 
ately come in response to their message. His way 
of delay was best, but not easy to comprehend. 
This feeling is clearly seen as both of the sisters 
greet Him with the same reproachful words: ‘“‘Lord 
if thou hadst been here our brother had not died.” 


They learned that His delays are best: that 
what He does comes from a heart of infinite 


wisdom and compassion. 
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The tears of Jesus are precious tears. Three 
times we know He wept: Here, at the grave; over 
Jerusalem; in the Garden (see Ps. 22:1; Heb. 5:7). 
In the Garden, tears of the Great Sufferer; over 
Jerusalem, tears of the Compassionate Savior; 
here tears of a Sympathizing Friend. The shortest 


- verse in the Bible is one of the sweetest. Surely, 


if we “can trust the Man who died for us,’ we 
must love the Man who wept with us! 


His marvellous miracle, and His still more mar- 
vellous words, “I am the resurrection and the life” 
(see Vss. 25,26) give sorrowing souls a sure 
anchor in hope. ‘‘Believest thou this’? If we really 
believe this then all life has a new and glorious 
meaning. The Resurrection changes things. It takes 
from death its sting; from the grave, its victory; 
from broken hearts, the ache. | 


One more simple lesson: ‘‘Roll away the stone,” 
“Loose him and let him go.’ Only our Almighty 
Friend can call our loved ones from the grave— 
from the grave of sin—but we can help—both be- 
fore and after. May we remove all hindrances and 
stumbling-blocks to their coming to the Master; 
may we also minister to them after they have 
been saved! 


“By love serve one another,’’ so says Paul in 
Gal. 5:13c, our last passage for study. The Master 
served, by love, His friends at Bethany; He left 
us an example, to follow His steps. 
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Lesson For June 9: Training 
For Service 


Scripture: Mark 6:7-13; Luke 10:1-20; 14:25- 
27. Devotional Reading: John 14:12-24. 


What a service! ‘“‘The works that I do shall he 
do also; and greater works than these shall he 
do.” (John 14:12). Who is sufficient? ‘‘Whatso- 
ever ye shall ask—that will I do.’’ Prayer in His 
name changes the whole picture.’’ He shall give 
you another Comforter’; “I will come to you”; 
Mei will come unto him, and make our abode with 
im.”’ 


In our Devotional Reading we have the Wonder 
of our Work, the Wonder of Prayer in His name, 
the Wonder of His Presence. Apart from Him we 
can do nothing; with Him we can do all things. 


But they, (and we) must be trained for such 
service. In our Scripture we see three steps in that 
training: 


The Twelve—Mark 6:7-13 


“Two by two.” There was kindness and under- 
standing in sending them “two by two.” One per- 
son has a hard and lonesome task and would some- 
times find himself in unfortunate situations. Com- 
panionship and mutual sympathy and help mean 
a lot to us. It is not good for man to be alone, 
either socially, or in his work for the Lord. 


“Gave them power’ (authority). All our au- 
thority as preachers of the Word comes from Him. 
Our real ordination must come from the Great 
Head of the Church. The Presbytery can only 
act for Him when ministers and elders lay their 
hands on us. 


“Commanded them.” Our orders also originate 
in heaven. We must preach what He tells us to 
preach. We must obey God rather than men. Our 
obedience to our brethren is only “in the Lord.” 


“Take nothing for their journey.” This was a 
quick trip into nearby territory. The laborer was 
to be worthy of his hire, as we see in next passage. 


In some places they would be welcomed; in 
others, opposed. This was true then, in Paul’s day, 
and now: Some believe and receive, others are 
unbelievers and sometimes opposers. 


“More tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrha.”’ 
Where people have Gospel light and privileges and 
refuse both, their deserved punishment will be 
most severe. It will be an awful thing to go to hell 
from America! 


“Preached that men should repent.’’ Here is a 
message that never grows out of date. Is not this 
the most needed message for our world in 1946? 
Both John and Jesus started their preaching this 
way. God now commands ALL men everywhere to 
repent. 


Verse 13 gives their credentials. Such miraculous 
attestation was necessary for them in that day. 
Whenever such evidence is needed God grants 
this supernatural power to His messengers. The 
greatest miracles, however, both then and now, 
are miracles of grace; the regeneration of sin- 
sick, dead souls by the power of the Spirit. Such 
miracles are occurring every day wherever the 
true Gospel is preached. 
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The 10:1-20 


Let us notice some of the additional lessons 
in this section: 


“The harvest truly is great, but the laborers 
are few.’’ This being the case, there are two 
things for us to do: (1) Pray, (2) Go. The great- 
ness of the harvest and the fewness of the labor- 
ers drives us first to our knees and then to our 
feet, but first to our knees. Do not go until we 


pray, and are sent. Many sad failures are due to 


the fact that we try to go without prayer and 
without being called by the Lord of the harvest. 


“As lambs among wolves.”’ Here is a true pic- 
ture of the Christian in the world. The world is a 
wild beast. It is not meaningless when the nations 
are thus symbolized in the Bible. Unregenerate 
men have beastly natures; worse than beasts, be- 
cause dominated by sin and satan. By His redeem- 
ing grace we have been given a new nature; we 
are now His sheep, lambs in the fold. We have 
been touched and tamed by the Great Shepherd. 
Lambs are helpless among wolves unless protected 
by the shepherd. We have His protection. 


‘“‘Peace be to this house.’”’ The message of Christ 
always brings peace when it is accepted: peace 
between a guilty soul and God; peace amid all the 
troubles of life; peace that passeth understanding, 
that guards jour hearts and minds; “‘my peace re 
I unto you.’ 


“The kingdom of God is come nigh unto you.” 
Surely this was true when spoken, for the King 
was in their midst; it is true today for the Good 
News is being preached in almost every land. To 
be near, however, is not enough. The King must 
get into our hearts before we can get into the 
Kingdom. Many were near the kingdom when 
Christ was on earth—the rich young ruler, the 
lawyer; the power of the Lord was present to heal 
even the Pharisees, (but they were not healed) ; : 
it is tragedy to be near, and not in: 


“So near the door, and the door stood wide; 
Close to the port, but not inside; 

Near to the ark ,but not within; 

Almost persuaded to give up sin; 

Almost persuaded to count the cost; 
Almost a Christian, and yet lost.” 


“He that hearest you hearest Me” (Vs. 16). 
Christ’s messengers represent Him. Let us beware 
of making fun of even the humblest and most 
uneducated man who is witnessing for the Master! 
Sometimes, in His eyes, the “last are first.” 


“But rather rejoice because your names are 
written in heaven.” Let us not be overjoyed by 
success, but by our salvation and reward in heaven. 
It is far better to have our names on God’s honor 
roll than to have them on the Who’s Who of 
America! We have only One Person to please; 
the One sending us. 


“Any Man—‘“Any One” 
(Luke 14:25-27) 


This includes us. Before training comes absolute 
Surrender, Loyalty, Love. 


“And there went great multitudes with Him.” 
He was very popular at this time, but most of 
those who followed had little understanding of 
what was required of a disciple. So He enlightens 
and warns them. 
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Verse 26 is to be read in the light of other 
Scripture. Jesus is taking the persons and things 
we love most (and should love) to make the con- 
trast sharper and the lesson clearer. Our love 
for Him must be superlative. In comparison with 
earthly loves, even natural and commanded, it 
stands unique and supreme. We must forsake all; 
if these loves come between us and Him, they must 
be hated and forsaken. The Christian is to love the 
brethren, love all men, love even his enemies, but 
his love for Christ must be first. 


We must “bear our cross.’’ These words mean 
much more than some petty trial or burden we 
are expected to carry. We are to be crucified with 
Christ. We are to voluntarily take up our cross 
and follow Him. The cross meant shame and suf- 
fering for Him; our cross will mean the same. 

Will we ever be trained for His Service? 


Lesson For June 16: Learning 
About The Kingdom 


Scripture: Matt. 6:9-13; Luke 9:18-27, 46-48, 
57-62; 11:1-4; 12:1-12; 17:20-21. Devotional Read- 
ing: Matthew 5:438-48. 


In the Devotional Reading two measuring rods 
are used: (1) ‘‘What do ye more than others? 
(2) “Be ye therefore perfect.’’ The first one meas- 
ures the Christian by other men; the second, by 
the Father in heaven. Both of these measuring 
rods are useful in learning about the Kingdom. 


The Kingdom Prayer. Matt. 6:9-13; Luke 11:1-_ 


4. This is commonly called ‘“‘The Lord’s Prayer. 
It is the prayer He taught His disciples to pray 
and in it the idea of the Kingdom is very promi- 
nent. 


The Kingdom is our Father’s Kingdom, our 
Father in heaven. 


‘It is a Holy Kingdom. The name of God is to be 
“hallowed.” 


We pray that this kingdom may come on earth; 
that the will of God may be done on earth as in 
Heaven. 


It is a Kingdom that concerns us—our daily, 
bodily needs—our bread. These needs are met 
as they come—day by day. For tomorrow and its 
needs we do not pray; sufficient for each day is 
enough; we should not have anxious and worried 
thoughts about the future. 


It is also concerned with our soul’s needs, and 
especially that greatest need, the forgiveness of 
sin. But if we expect God to forgive us, we must 
forgive others. Uur biggest debt is to God— 
“against Thee—Thee only,’”’ have we sinned—but 
we also owe debts to our fellow-men. 


It prays for protection from our’ greatest 
enemies—temptation, and the evil one. 


“For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, for ever. Amen.” These words, not 


found in the most ancient manuscripts, are a 


fitting conclusion to this great kingdom prayer. 


The Kingdom’s King. Luke 9:18-27. ‘““‘Whom say 
ye that I am?” Here is the great question which 
Jesus asked His disciples. Until they recognized 
and confessed: Him as the Christ, the Son of the 
living God, there could be no kingdom. (see Psalm 
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2). In their answer, and the conversation follow- 
ing, we have the following truths brought out: 


He is the rightful, the Anointed King. God 
has placed Him on the throne. | 


He is the Suffering King; rejected, slain, risen 
ti the dead—the Suffering, but Victorious 
ing. 


The Challenging King. “If any man will come 


after me, let him deny himself, and take up his 
-eross daily, and follow me.” He demands com- 


plete surrender to His will. This is the only way 
we can save our souls, our lives, ourselves. And 
we are more valuable than all the world. Have 
we really met and answered this challenge of our 
Master? This is not a verse to be afraid of; it 
is a verse to rejoice in. Are we ashamed of Him? 


He is the Coming King—coming in His own 
glory, and in His Father’s, and the holy angels. 
Some of the disciples got a glimpse of this glory 
eight. days later, on the holy mount. 


The great question for our souls is this: Will 
my Lord be ashamed of me? 


The Kingdom Spirit - Humility. Luke 9:44-48. 
“Which of them should be greatest.” This, and 


similar passages ought to be printed in letters 


of fire and hung up where pope and cardinals 
parade the pomp and earthly glory of an apostate 
church. What a travesty on the teaching of Christ 
is a scene like the recent one in Rome when the 
“red hats” and other regalia was bestowed on the 
32 cardinals! An apostate church has to assume 
worldly glory to make up for lost spiritual power. 
Is this the explanation of the growth of ritualism 
in the Protestant church? 3 


“He that is least—the same shall be great.” 
Have we utterly forgotten these words? With so 
much self-seeking, and desire for position, degrees, 
honors, etc., in the church today? Would not the 
Master have to spend much time teaching US this 
great principle of the Kingdom, the spirit of 
Humility? 


Kingdom Demands.—Luke 9:57-62. The King- 
dom demands Sacrifice. It is no easy path. If we 
follow, we must be willing to be as our Master, 
who had no place to lay his head. 


It demands instant obedience; brooks no delay; 
“straightway left their’ nets’; not even go and 
bury a father first. 
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It allows no “looking back,’ a longing for the 
old life; we must turn our back on “old things’’; 
they are passed away, all is now new. 


If anyone has an idea that the Kingdom is a 
place of ease, the sooner we find out our error, 
the better. The call is to “come out and be 
separate.”’ 


Kingdom Boldness.—Luke 12:1-12. Christians 
must not be cowards, either in their own lives and 
hearts, or in relation to the world. 


They must not wear a mask, like the Pharisees. 
We must be bold enough, courageous enough, to 
be sincere, to let men see us as we are. We must 
not pretend. We must confess, uncover, our sins, 
and lay aside all hypocrisy. The leaven of the 
Pharisees must be rooted out of heart and mind. 
So much for ourselves. 


“Be not afraid,’”’ “fear not therefore.’’ We must 
be brave enough to stand up for Jesus before a 
world of scoffers and persecutors, if need be. 
be: — can only kill the body: it cannot touch 
the soul. 


Our Father cares for sparrows; He will care for 
us. | 


Be brave; confess Him before men, and He will 
confess us. He will be with us and tell us what 
to say. 


No Kingdom in all the world has produced such 
heroes as the Kingdom of Heaven. Some have been 
traitors, others have shown the white feather, but 
the history of the church is a history of heroes. 
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Kingdom Nearnéss.—Luke 17:20-21. We prefer 
the Revised Version Margin: ‘‘The kingdom of God 
is now in your midst.”’ As we study the context 
we feel that this is the meaning, and we heartily 
agree with Bishop Ryle when he says: “I decidedly 
adhere to this view.’ | 


The Kingdom of God was in their midst when 


' the King Himself walked and talked with them. 


As He said in another place, ‘“‘The kingdom of God 
is come near unto you.” They rejected and cruci- 
fied their King. 


The Kingdom of God is in our midst also. Some 
are accepting the Good News and are entering 
the kingdom; others are refusing the offer of 
salvation. 


This Kingdom does not come with outward 
show, or observation; it comes quietly as God’s 
Spirit convicts and regenerates men and makes 
them citizens of the Kingdom. 


It is of course true that the kingdom is ‘‘within 
us,’”’ in the sense that it is a spiritual kingdom, 
consisting of righteousness, peace, and joy in the 
Holy Ghost. We must have the King in our hearts 
before we can be members of the Kingdom, and 
have eternal life. He that hath the Son of God hath 
(the) life; he that hath not the Son hath not life. 
The kingdom does not come “so that you can catch 
sight ot it.’”’ The work of the Spirit is silent and 
unseen, but we see the effects of this work. 


Read verses 22-37 and see something of the out- 
ward and visible glory of the Kingdom in the day 
“when the Son of Man is revealed.’”’ (Verse 30). 


Are we ready for the King to come? 


Young People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Young People’s Emphasis 
For June 


Into The Homeland And Stewardship 


Introduction For The Month 


All of us have heard the old saying ‘charity 
begins at home.”’ Like charity, stewardship begins 
at home and works out to the ends of the earth, 
and if it does not begin at home it will not reach 
very far. 


This month we are having a twin emphasis— 
the homeland and stewardship. For the first three 
Sunday evenings we shall look at some of the 
things that concern our stewardship, and then for 
the last two Sundays we shall look at the field of 
home missions where our stewardship must begin 
to manifest itself if it is to be manifest at all. 


June 2: Seventy-Four-Year Lease 
Introduction 


So few people live beyond seventy-four years of 
age that life insurance companies consider you 


dead after that age. Seventy-four years is a long 
time, and it is good many years longer than your 
fore-fathers could expect to live. But the thing 
that really matters is not how many years you 
have, but how much you do with the years that 
you do have. Whether we do little or much with 
the many things that will pass through our hands 
in that time will depend on our basic attitude 
toward the things of life. In the Word of God 
three basic principles are set down, and we should 
keep these in mind at all times. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 


1. God is the owner of all things in the uni- 
verse. Psalm 24; Psalm 50:10-12; Psalm 100:3. 


2. Man is the possessor of all things in the 
world. Psalm 115:16; Ecc. 5:19; James 1:17. 


3. Therefore God and Man must be partners in 
the use of all things. 1 Cor. 3:9-19; Lev. 26:3. See 
also verses 4-13. 


Since God owns all things and men possess all 


things our lives will not amount.to much whether 


their years be many or few unless we work. 
throughout all our lives as partners with God in 
all things. 
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Suggestions 


After examining these three principles the 
leader might have the group discuss several ques- 
tions in the light of these principles. The ques- 
tions could follow along the lines of the follow- 
ing: 


1. How much of my time should I give to the 
Lord’s work? 


2. What should I consider first when I plan my 


life’s work? 


3. Do I have a right to use my talents and 
abilities as I please? 


4. Is it better to live long or to live well? What 
is living well? 


5. In what ways do we fail to recognize God’s 
ownership of all things? 


Helps 

The three principles set forth above are taken 
from the study booklet for this year. It is by Mrs. 
S. H. Askew, “Stewardship for Today.’’ You can 
get it from our Atlanta committee of Stewardship. 
It will prove helpful for this first program, and 
for the rest of the programs for this month as 


well. 
June 9: Money Talks Back 


Introduction 


A man was talking to me the other day and 
he told me how he happened to get a hotel room 
recently in, New York City. He told of how the 
man in front of him asked for a room and was 
told that the house was full. My friend then stepped 
up and said to the clerk, “Ten dollars says that 
you do not have a room for me tonight.’ The 
clerk took the ten and gave him his room number. 
Then my friend added to me: “Money talks, you 
know, even in New York.’’ 


Yes, money talks but a lot of us don’t have time 
to hear what it says. Money talks, but it talks 
about us for the way we spend our money declares 
what we are. Money talks, but it talks back for 
the way we gain money will determine what it 
does to us. If you work for a dollar an hour that 
dollar in your pocket represents one hour of your 
life. You have given one hour of your life to what- 


ever you did to earn it, and you spend one hour of . 


your life for whatever the dollar goes to. If you 
don’t earn it, then some one else has to give the 
hour of their life and you spend the hour for them. 
As we look at money this way we begin to see 
that it is more than a little piece of coin that can 
get us what we want. We see that money, how 
we get it and how we spend it, is a pretty good 
indication of what kind of folks we are. 


Since money is so important we need to be care- 
ful and see that we have the right attitude toward 


it and use it correctly. The world is unhappy today 


because a good many poor folks have made the 
same mistakes the rich fool of Christ’s parable 
made. Let’s look at Christ’s parable about a rich 
man that made a lot of mistakes, for if we see that 
parable correctly it will help us keep money in 
the place where it will talk for us instead of 
against us. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 


(Luke 12:13-31) 


1. The rich man mistook himself for. God. V. 
17-21. Notice how he considered that he was abso- 
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FOREIGN 


Carrying God’s Word to foreign lands is 
the great privilege of those who include 
a bequest to Foreign Missions in their 
will, as more and more of our church 
members are doing. If you wish to make 
such a gift to Foreign Missions, your law- 


suggest the following form of bequest: 


I give, devise and bequeath to the Exe- 
cutive Committee of Foreign Missions 
of the Presbyterian Church in _ the 
United States, a corporation organized 
under the Laws of the State of Ten- 
nessee, with offices at Nashville, Tenn., 


the sum of | 
(or the following property, to-wit: 


) 


We will be glad to give you any informa- 
tion you desire in connection with a be- 
quest to Foreign Missions. Address: 


CURRY B. HEARN 
Treasurer 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF 
FOREIGN MISSIONS 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN 
THE UNITED STATES 


NASHVILLE.TENNESSEE 
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lute owner of all his lands and property. In some 
70 words he says “I will’ 6 times. But does not 
God will what is to be done? Five times he says 


“my” or “mine’’. Does not all belong to God and 


we are but trustees? 


2. The rich man mistook his body for his soul. 


~V. 19. Man is spirit and body. The body must have © 


material bread or the body will become sick and 
die. The spirit must have spiritual bread. The rich 
man thought that body-bread could feed and satisfy 
the spirit, but it can’t. That’s what is wrong with 
countless folks today. They are spiritually sick 
and don’t know it. 


3. The rich man mistook time for eternity. V. 19. 
Much goods laid up for many years, but he only 
had a day to live. Man has claim on only two por- 
tions of time—the moment he _ now lives and 
eternity. We can not mistake time for eternity and 
make claims for the many years to come. 


Christ went on to show them how they could 
avoid the mistakes of the rich man: 


osha’ E worry about food, clothes, shelter. V. 


2. Seek first the Kingdom of God, and all neces- 
sary things will be added to you. V. 31. 


Suggestions 


Several views are abroad in the world today, 
and each view has a strong following of people who 
would overthrow the present system and substitute 
their own. These views center around money, 
property and wealth. Let’s look at some of them 
in the light of our Christian faith. 


1. There is Communism. This view claims that 
all wealth and property belong to all people, but 
it is possessed and controlled by the group in 
power. | 


2. There is Fascism. This view claims that the 
state owns ali wealth and property and can dis- 
tribute as it pleases. 


3. There is socialism. It is now using the gen- 
eral, ambigious name “Collectivism.’’ In this view 
the wealth and property are possessed by all and 
distributed by all. 


4. There is individualism. This view maintains 
that a man can own ali that he can get and do 
with it as he pleases. 


Much of our trouble in the world today comes 
from the conflict of these views. Which is true? 
Which is Christian? Some people are advocating 
the overthrow of our capitalistic, individualistic 
system in favor of a compromise system that is 
half way between individualism and communism, 
is this Christian? The christian view would run 
something like this: | | 


1. Individual possession of wealth and property. 


2. Individual stewardship before God for the 
use of wealth and property. 


3. Individual made socially and economically 
reliable by the fruit of the new birth, regeneration. 


The various views that are based on some form 
of collectivism have been tried and found wanting. 
The individualistic has been tried and has pro- 
duced the highest and best standard of living for 
the greatest number of people of any system ever 
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tried, and though we admit there are many evils in 
it there is no evil that can not be cured by a 
faithful application of the three points of the 
Christian position. Too often we have failed by 
asserting the right of individual possession and 
use, but we have not stressed that such possession 
and use are made reliable by Christian regenera- 
tion. 


Study the mistakes the rich fool made and dis- 
cuss how we young people may be making the 
same mistakes. See how the basic views concerning 
wealth and property that prevail in the world to- 
day make the same mistakes. Discuss practical 
ways of investing money in the work of the King- 
dom that will help us always remember to keep 


it in its proper place as our servant and not as. 


our master. 
June 16: Everybody’s A Millionaire 
Introduction 


Right off you know somebody is trying to fool 
you, for really we are not all millionaires. We 
stand back and watch the millionaries as they 
invest their money in stocks and bonds, and we 
wish that we had some money to invest. We can’t 
invest in stocks and bonds, maybe, but every one 
of us has the same twenty-four hours of every day 
to invest. This twenty-four hours is wealth we all 
must invest, and the millionaire has no more than 
the poorest man. How shall we invest it? | 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
Matthew 25:1-13 


This parable primarily applies to that day when 
Christ shall come again and find that many of His 
professed followers have wasted away their time. 
But the main difference between the five wise 
young women and the five foolish is that the five 
foolish did nothing with their time and opportuni- 
ties. Not only will the return of our Lord, but 
also the coming of special times of need in this life 
find us wanting if we waste our time away. We 
ought every morning to pray the prayer of the 
Psalmist: | 


So teach us to number our days 
_ That we may obtain an understanding heart. 


—Psalm 90:12. J. M. P. Smith. 


Suggestions 


After pointing out the value of time from the 
Scripture we ought to point to some practical things 
that we must give time to day by day. Too many 
people today travel sixty miles an hour to save a 
few minutes getting to a place, and then they 
don’t know what to do with the time they have 
saved. To what should we give time? 


We have to sleep every day, here goes 8 hours. 
We have to work for a living, there goes another 
10 hours a day. It takes about 4 hours a day to 
eat, dress and take care of yourself (unless you 
are a girl who has to make up pretty). There are 
twenty hours a day pretty well taken care of. We 
have four hours a day that we must invest in any 
way that we want to. What we do with those four 
hours declares to the world what we are and de- 
termines what we shall become. What must we do 
with them? Here are some suggestions: 


1. We must set some time for private and public 
worship and study of the word of God. 
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Something To Smile About 


2, We must spend some time in witnessing for 
the Lord and serving Him in needy places. 


2° We must have some time alone to think and 
meditate so that our souls can catch up with our 


bodies. 
4, We must develop our minds and our bodies. 


5. We must make and keep Christian friendships. 


6. We must seek out the lonely and needy and 
help them. 


That’s a lot to get into four hours, is it not? 
But you can’t neglect a one of those things and 
stay healthy, happy, and useful through the years. 
We must put all those things in. There are many 
ealls on our time today, and if we start putting 
these things into our lives only when we have some 
spare time we will never get around to it. These 
must be put first on our daily schedule. 


You might talk these things over and discuss 
what has been left out of your daily schedule and 
see where you can put it in. This would be a good 
time to see how many of your group have a period 
of personal Bible reading and prayer every day 
and make a plea for others to begin that custom. 


Just an hour before, 
this little son of par- 
ents with leprosy ar- 
rived at the mission 
station naked, dirty, 
hungry and scared 
stiff. Now, clean and 
fed, he smiles to know 
he has found a haven 
of refuge. 


Caring for infected 
children is just one of 
the jobs of the Amer- 
¥ ican Mission to Lepers 
in co-operation with 
25 boards and over a 
hundred mission  sta- 
tions, including The 
| American Presbyterian 
Congo Mission where 
Dr. and Mrs. Kellers- 
berger labored for 
many years and where 
they are now visiting. 

These various  sta- 
tions provide homes 
and medical treatment 
for many victims of 
leprosy who would 
otherwise wander 
homeless and desti- 
tute. No wonder these 
grateful souls listen to : 
the gospel message and come to know Christ in these 4 
4 ministering centers. You can help with this good work 4 
) by filling out the coupon below. 


| 

| American Mission to Lepers, Inc. } 
File 38-M. 156 Fifth Avenue ) 
New York 10, N. Y. 


Gentlemen: Enclosed find $ 
people with leprosy. 


to help 


Address 


| 
Name | 
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Of Ecclesiastical 
Music 


FROM YOUR CHURCH TOWER BY 
MODERN ELECTRONICS 


Carillonic Bells And 
Tower Music 


Fling music like a banner from your church 
tower—musice painting the air with rich, 
tonal-color attained through Schulmerich 
electronic engineering. 


With Schulmerich Carillonic Bells and Tower 
Music, the voice of your church is not con- 
fined to a single peal of chimes or bells, but 
speaks with radiant beauty of electronic bells, 
combined at will with the vari-colored har- 
monies of choir and organ—a full tapestry of 
music, infinitely flexible and expressive. 


Compact, convenient to install, Schulmerich 
Carillonic Bells and Tower Music systems are 
ideally suited to churches of any size, with or 
without towers. The clear, rich brilliance of 
their tones surpass any other type of bell or 
tower music and will give new versatility to 
the tower-message of your church. We shall 
be glad to send you complete information on 
immediate installation in your present build- 
ing or for the church you plan to build or 
alter. Address Dept. SP-3. 


ELECTRONICS, inc. 


CARILLOWIC BELLS - TOWER MUSIC SYSTEMS - ACOUSTIC 
CORRECTION UNITS- SOUND DISTRIBUTION SYSTEMS - CHURCH HEARING AIDS 
SELLERSVILLE, PA. 
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7, UNITED STEWARDSHIP 
|= ENLISTMENT YEAR 


JUNE 1, 1946 — MAY 31, 1947 


Stewardship Study Month 
JUNE 1946 


The General Assembly asks every Church > 
during this month, or at some more convenient 
season, to study Stewardship For Today,” by 
Mrs. S. H. Askew. Order now from The Steward- 
-ship Committee, price 20c per copy; in quamnti- 
ties of five or more, 15c. Develop Radiant, Win- 


STEWARDSHIP 
FOR TODAY 


BIBLE STUDIES 
H. Askew 


some and Fruitful Christians. 


Committee On Stewardship 


404 Henry Grady Bldg. 


EVERY PRESBYTERIAN A 
PRACTICING STEWARD 


Atlanta (3 Georgia 


“Give Us This Day...” 
How Would You Like This Diet? 


The daily caloric content of the rations in 
Czechoslovakia last December was 1369, but it was 
almost all potatoes and cereals. Babies up to three 
years old were supposed to get two-thirds of a 
pint of milk a day. But this was milk from which 


Young Readers’ Page 


mediately, milk and food concentrates and “pro- 
tective” foods. 


BIBLE QUIZ 
By Rev. J.-B. Vail 


The answer to each of these begins with the let- 
ter “Hi”: 


all but 242% of the butter fat has been removed. | pe 
Children over three are entitled to a pint of skim (1) Is deceitful above all things; (2) Paul was called pa 
milk—if you could get it for them. There were to preach among them; (3) He was eaten of worms; W 
also theoretically available, two eggs a month for (4) Pilate washed his, before the multitude; (5) Mu- Cl 
the children (none for adults). Fruits and vegeta- _—- sical instrument; (6) A bird; (7) A vain thing for Ge 
bles were quite unobtainable in the cities. The safety; (8) John the Baptist lost his to a dancing te 
fighting last Spring (1945) lasted just long enough girl; (9) Even the fiery furnace did not singe It; : 
and came at just the time to ruin most farm crop > (10) Ran violently down a steep place; (11) Died 3, 
prospects for the year, and even the apple trees, on the gallows he made for another; (12) The king - 
neglected under the demands of the occupation, to whom the Lord said, “I will add unto thy days to 
developed a serious blight. There are no citrus fifteen years’; (13) Furnished the cedar for Solo- fy 
fruits. Six-year-old children have never seen an mon’s temple; (14) What Samson found in a lion’s - 
orange. There is no cod liver oil, no vitamins. carcase; (15) Our body is His Temple. | li 
ly means the worst one either. That’s the ‘peop (9) (2) (9) (c) ‘spuey 
situation in one country to which we can send, im- b 
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RECENT BOOKS OF LASTING VALUE 


Prophecy And The Chur ch—By Oswald T. Allis 


A searching examination, in the light of Scripture, of the distinctive teachings of modern Dispensa- 
tionalism. ‘“‘This will continue to be the authoritative book in its field and will continue to be used 
both by those who agree and those who disagree with Dr. Allis. It is a worthy successor to Dr. Allis’ 
great defense of the Mosaic authorship of the Pentateuch which appeared two years ago.’ William 
Childs Robinson in The Southern Presbyterian Journal. “Without question the most important book 
on the general subject of Biblical predictive propaecy, as it relates to the Church and Israel, that 


has been produced in our country for a quarter of a century.” Wilbur M. Smith in The Sunday 


School Times. ix, 339 pages. $2.50. at 
The New Modernism: An Appraisal Of The Theology Of Barth & Brunner—By Cornelius Van Til 


The most comprehensive and penetrating criticism to which the “Theology of Crisis” has been sub- 
jected from an evangelical point of view. Here is a volume that no serious student of the Dialectical 
Theology can afford to ignore, particularly those who are concerned over the relation it sustains to 
historic Christianity. Dr. Van Til maintains that the theology of Barth & Brunner is essentially a 
modern rather than essentially an orthodox theology and that the new Modernism is no better than 
the old. A book for the scholar and thinker rather than the general reader, the welcome accorded it 
since its publication on March 15 indicates that it meets a crying need. xx, 384 pages. $3.75, 


Christianity Rightly So Called—By Samuel G. Craig 


“The aim of this book is to distinguish between Christianity and its counterfeits in a manner under- 
standable by the man in the pew as well as the man in the pulpit. Its purpose is exposition not de- 
fense and exposition only in as far as needed to make clear what Christianity rightly so called is in 


distinction from what is wrongly so called. It seeks to show that whatever may be thought of the 


truth or value of Christianity there is no good reason why men should be in doubt as to what its es- 
sential features are.” Foreward. ‘A book for the times that deals with a question that concerns all 
times.” By the editor of Christianity Today. Just off the press. 270 pages. $2.00. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN & REFORMED PUBLISHING COMPANY 


525 Locust Street — Philadelphia 6, Pa. 


Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 
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Foreign Missionaries Testify 
By Henry W. McLaughlin 


Pastors who were formerly foreign missionaries 
testify to the evangelistic and other values of out- 
post Sunday schools. Dr. C. Houston Patterson, 
pastor of the Presbyterian church at Williamson, 
W. Va., gives his testimony. The Williamson 
Church, according to the 1945 Minutes of the 
General Assembly, reported six outposts. Dr. Pat- 


terson writes: 


“I am completely sold on the idea of outpost 
Sunday schools if the locality is such that it is a 
social unit in itself and cannot readily be brought 
to the central church school. No church with a 
full-time pastor can be excused for not having 
an outpost. It has been my experience that it takes 


little money, only a willingness and a desire to 


establish an outpost Sunday school. The pastor 
himself can open up. things, borrowing a school 
building or even a room in an interested person’s 


home. This has been my approach, using either 
a Sunday afternoon or a Sunday night.” 
Coal-Mining Villages 

Dr. Patterson further says, “My experiences 
have been in the coal fields. We have found the 
Board of Education most willing to let us have 
school buildings on Sunday for the asking. We 
advise paying a money rent when school buildings 
are used. This may save the school board from em- 
barrassment, and answers the question which may 
be raised about using tax-supported property for 
denominational uses. If there is no school build-— 
ing, mining companies as a rule will make avail- 
able a place to begin religious work in their own 
camps. We open up and carry on these centers 
both because it is one of the best ways to reach 
the people, and also because I feel that any church 
which is so ingrowing that it has no outreach is on 
the high road to spiritual death. 


“The people of a coal-field country do not 
readily join a church of a different denomination 
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from that in which they were reared. For that 
reason we have not had a large number to join 
our church, but we feel that the purpose after 
all is to teach the truth of the gospel and not 
to make people Presbyterian. Our task is to ‘reach 
the unreached for Christ. Our primary obligation 
is to find needy places where people have been 
spiritually neglected. They are at present un- 
reached. Some think them unreachable. Christ does 
not. We do not.” 
Pascagoula, Miss. 


Rev. J. C. Crane, D. D., many years a foreign 
missionary, is pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church at Pascagoula. For the last three years he 
and his church have organized three new out- 
post Sunday Schools. This accounts for the fact 
that his church is in the list of distinction ‘“C’’ 
Group (see reports of Churches of Distinction in 
The Presbyterian Survey.) On March 31, 1945, 
Pascagoula reported a church membership of 251, 
a Sunday school enrollment of 330, and a spiritual 
birthrate of almost 10 percent. 


Admiral Schley 


Dr. Crane writes that the first of his outposts 
was organized in March, 19438. ‘‘Pre-Easter cottage 
prayer meetings furnished the ‘seed,’ and the ex- 
treme southeastern section of the housing units 
furnished the location. That area was known as 
the Maritime Section, its streets named for Ad- 
mirals, and its apartments were crowded with 
large families—more than 1,000 children roaming 
the streets of an area less than a mile square! 
Three or four families who had found our church 
offered their sitting rooms for prayer meetings 
(neighbors brought chairs, and children sat on 
the floor.) These meetings drew in neighbors of 
other denominations, and proved the first oppor- 
tunity for acquaintance and fellowship. After the 
meeting they lingered to chat. One Baptist lady 
(from a community where the denominations wor- 
shipped together except one Sunday a month!) 
suggested a nursery, and offered to enlist volun- 
teer aid from mothers, if we could secure a vacant 
building. The Housing Office agreed to the loan 
of a building not yet rented on Admiral Schley 
Avenue. In this building we started our neighbor- 
hood Sunday school, with a young people’s meeting 
at night. (This was in March, 1943). Benches and 
an old organ were secured from a defunct Union 
Sunday School in an older section of town. The 
first Sunday we used some outdated material from 
this old school, but had our own by the second 
Sunday. 


“From the very beginning we organized five 
classes, including one for young people which had 
17 members; one for adults which rivalled it; a 
thriving Primary Class met in the 8x12 kitchen, 
and we soon overflowed into one, then into two 
other apartments. One evening 82 young people 
crowded into an apartment that measured 20x30. 


They were literally bulging out of the windows! 
Some small chairs and a few other chairs were 
donated by our church—a table and other benches 
were improvised, but we made up in zeal what 
we lacked in equipment. 


East Fourteenth Street 

“In the fall of 1943 Mrs. Sarah Lee Timmons 
came and soon established a second Extension 
Sunday School in the northeastern section known 
as Fourteenth Street Addition. This school soon 
had an attendance almost equal to that of Admira] 
Schley, and for a while Mrs. Timmons conducted 
largely attended sings on Tuesday evening in the 
auditorium of the recreational center. Mrs. Tim- 
mons’ house-to-house visits discovered teachers, 
musicians, and other workers. Her help to the 
troubled homes, to down and outs, and to stranded 


_ girls was productive of much good. 


East Lawn | 
“The leadership discovered and trained at Ad- 
miral Schley not only has furnished the core of 
the new work of East Lawn, but has also sent 
workers into various city churches. This is the 
third of the new Sunday Schools organized. East 
Lawn Chapel gives promise of a long life and of 
increasing usefulness as a regular church organi- 
ation. The indirect effect of the work upon our 
own First Church is another story. Suffice it to say 
it put life into our Westminster League, and has 
quickened the interest of our entire church.”’ 


A New Tree Grows 
Dr. Crane testifies as follows: “‘As the pecan 
tree must have its seedlings, every church, I 
believe, must plant its sprouts not only to maintain 
its own spiritual vitality and faith, but also to de- 
velop evangelistic leadership without which our 
church will die. It is impossible just to open our 
doors in an old center and expect people to come 
from the highways and byways. Indifference to 
persons who because of transportation or other 
difficulties are not drawn to our particular center 
begets spiritual smugness and supercilious pride 
that are the bane of many a church of fine historic 
background. We MUST be all things to all men 

if by any means we may save some.’ 


“Enough has been said to show that a chapel is 
like planting corn—‘first the seed, then the blade, 
then the full corn in the ear.’ It required hard 
and patient work for everyone who is a stranger 
in need, or not attending any church. Less than 
one per cent of the newcomers gave Presbyterian 
as their church preference, but we note that more 
of the non-church members are now giving that 
choice! One cannot wait until well-trained workers 
are available. He must train his workers as he 
goes, and get them where he can. It is remarkable 
that very: few of these singled out for any re- 
sponsibility. have proven unworthy, and the influ- 
ence of these schools and of the chapel is very 
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evident. The truant officer told me some months 
ago, ‘That Maritime Section was the center of 
juvenile crime. Now it is a decent community, and 
the church and Sunday school deserve most of the 
credit for the change.’ 


“Outpost Sunday schools are the highway to 
chapel and church erection. ‘Except a grain of 
wheat fall to the ground and die, it abideth alone, 
if it die, it beareth much fruit.’ It is not easy to 
carry On a schoo] during hot Sunday afternoons, 
or even in the pouring rain, but it is appreciated, 
as many a parent has testified, and has saved 
many a young person, or older from the pitfalls of 
vice that abound in such a community. Nothing 
Like Sunday School Extension can open new 
chapels, and nothing like Chapel-buildings can in- 
spire a congregation and give real LIFE. ‘He that 
loseth his life for my sake and the gospel’s shall 
find it,’ both now and forevermore. 


“While I was writing this, the phone rang and 
a former attendant at Admiral Schley Sunday 
School, now a young lady in charge of young 
people’s work in a country church, asked for in- 
formation to prepare herself as a foreign mission- 
ary! Only Eternity will tell how great the harvest!” 


Look Out For The Roman 


Catholic Chufch 


By Rev. J. W. Hassell, Th.D. Published in the 
April 15 issue of The Journal, now available in 
folder form. Many have expressed themselves as 
wanting to see this article given wide distribution. 
The price is $1.00 per hundred or 15c per dozen 
postpaid. Stamps are acceptable for small orders. 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Company, 
Weaverville, N. C. 


The Liberal Attack Upon The 
Supernatural Christ 


This able article written by Rev. Wm. C. Robin- 
son, D.D., and published in the May 1 issue of The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, is now available in 
folder form at $1.00 per hundred or 15c per dozen 
postpaid. If you really want to help in getting the 
proper background for, and the proper biblical re- 
futation of, the liberal Auburn Affirmation, then 
by all means get this article. A wide distribution 
of this article will help greatly in counteracting 
the mistaken idea that the Auburn Affirmation was 
only a constitutional protest against an effort of 
the U.S.A. General Assembly to set up new doc- 
trina] standards. Order from The Southern Presby- 
terian Journal Company, Weaverville, N. C. 


THE WORD AT WORK 


Since organizing in 1916, three million Tes- 
taments and Gospels personally distributed 

ough the Business Men’s Council of the 
Pocket Testament League, Inc. 


SEND FOR YOUR “WORD AT 
WORK” BULLETIN 


Distribution free to those of World War One, 
World War Two, Veterans’ Hospitals, Prisons, 
Missions, Schools and Colleges — wherever 
men and women are gathered together and 
will receive and carry, promising to read 
daily, His Word. 


A National Work—Worthy Of 
Your Consideration 


Supported entirely by prayers and voluntary 
contributions. Send all contributions to: 


THE BUSINESS MEN’S COUNCIL 


POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE, INC. 


NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 
710 Witherspoon Building 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


Make All Contributions Payable To 
Joseph M. Steele . President 
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EFFECTIVE MAY Il, 1946 
The Address Of The 


Assembly’s Executive 
Committee Of 
Home Missions 


803 HENRY GRADY BUILDING 
ATLANTA (3) GEORGIA 


CORRESPONDENTS ARE REQUESTED TO 
TAKE NOTE OF THIS NEW ADDRESS 
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General Church News 


CIO Appoints Liaison Agent To Work 
With Southern Religious Groups 


New York, N. Y. (RNS).—John G. Ramsay, vice- 
chairman of the Industrial Section of the Depart- 
ment of the Church and Social Service of the Fed- 
eral Council of Churches here, has been appointed 
by the CIO to work as liaison agent with religious 
groups in the forthcoming organizational drive in 
the South. 


A former steel worker and Presbyterian layman, 
Ramsay has been acting in a like capacity for the 
United Steel Workers, CIO, in its dealings with 
churches and religious bodies throughout the 
country. In his new position he will meet with 
southern church organizations, concentrating on 
ministerial associations. He also will set up religion 
and labor fellowship groups. 


Pre-Assembly Conference On 
Christian Relations 
The General Assembly in session last year adopt- 


ed the following recommendation of the Standing 
Committee on Social and Moral Welfare: 


“We ask the Assembly to authorize a Pre-Assem- 
bly Meeting in 1946 on the general theme of 
Christian Relations, under the direction of the 
Permanent Committee on Social and Moral Wel- 
fare, open to commissioners and other members of 
the Church, at their own expense.” 


In accordance with this action, the Permanent 
Committee on Social and Moral Welfare has ar- 
ranged a conference on Christian Relations to pre- 
cede the opening session of the General Assembly. 
This conference will be held in two sections: 
Wednesday evening, May 22, at which time Dr. 
Walter W. Van Kirk of the Federal Council will 
speak on the world situation, and Thursday morn- 
ing, when Dr. Leland Foster Wood, of the Federal 
Council, will speak on Marriage and the Home, 
followed by Mr. Roy Breg, Executive Secretary of 
Allied Youth, speaking on the liquor problem. The 
addresses of these men will be followed by discus- 
sion periods. 


Commissioners and others who desire to attena 
this conference should make their reservations 
with the Montreat management. The hotel ex- 
pense for this extra day will be paid by each com- 
missioner who attends the conference. 


E. C. Scott, Stated Clerk. 


Board Of Directors’ Annual Meeting 
Columbia Theological Seminary 


The Annual meeting of the Board of Directors of 
Columbia Theological Seminary will be held in 
Campbell Hall, Decatur, Ga., on Tuesday, May 14, 
at 10:00 A. M. The Commencement season will 
open on Sunday, May 19, and the baccalaureate 
sermon will be preached in the Peachtree Road 
Presbyterian Church of Atlanta, Ga., by Dr. J. B. 
Green, Professor of Systematic Theology and of 
Homiletics in the institution. The Annual sermon 


before the Student Society of Missionary Inquiry 
will be preached in the Decatur Presbyterian 
Church at 8:00 o’clock that evening by Rev. Cecil 
Thompson, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church 
of Valdosta, Ga: The Annual Luncheon and busi- 
ness meeting of the Alumni Association will be 
held in the seminary refectory at 1:00 P. M. on 
Monday, May 20, and will be designed particularly 
to honor Dr. J. B. Green, who retires this year as 
Professor of Systematic Theology after twenty-five 
years of distinguished service to the Church in that 
post. At 3:30 P. M., there will be a softball game 
between teams representing the Alumni Associa- 
tion and the graduating class. Graduation exer- 
cises will be held in the seminary Chapel that 
evening at 8:00 o’clock. Dr. Ansley C. Moore, pas- 
tor of the Government Street Presbyterian Church 
of Mobile, Ala., will deliver the Commencement 
address, and degrees and distinctions will be 
awarded. 


Rural Life Sunday 
By Henry W. McLaughlin 


Rural Life Sunday is observed by most of the 
denominations the fifth Sunday after Easter. The 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., has adopted the third 
Sunday in May, or some other Sunday convenient 
to the local church. This avoids conflict with For- 


eign Mission Sunday, Mothers’ Day, and school | 


commencement exercises. 


New Administration Building Of 
Austin College, Sherman, Tex. 


Construction has recently ,been resumed on this 
structure, which has stood as an uncompleted 
building on the campus since 1926. Completion is 
promised at an early date, affording administration 


offices, lecture rooms, lounge, and biology labora-— 


tory, and making possible an enlargement of the 
Library, in which some administration offices are 
now housed. Austin College, founded in 1849, has 
an enrollment this semester of 330 students, more 
than one hundred of whom are veterans attending 
under the provisions of the GI Bill of Rights. A 
record enrollment is expected next year. Dr. W. B. 
Guerrant is President. | 


Meeting Of Mecklenburg Presbytery 


Mecklenburg Presbytery for its 172nd stated 
meeting met in the First Presbyterian Church of 
Charlotte on April 18th and elected Rev. W. M. 
Walsh, D.D., its moderator. John Neal Miller was 
received as a candidate for the ministry. Charles 
H. Sides, Jr., was received as a candidate from 
Concord Presbytery and was examined with a view 
to licensure. A commission was appointed to or- 
dain and install him pastor of the Benton Heights 
Church soon after his Seminary graduation. 


Four ministers were received: Revs. L. F. Cowan, 
from Wilmington Presbytery and a commission 
was appointed to install him pastor of the Locust 
and Oakboro Presbyterian Churches; J. B. Ficklen, 
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from Winston-Salem Presbytery, and a commission 


appointed to install him pastor of the Westminster 


' Church; Warner L. Hall, Ph. D., and a commsision 


appointed to install him_pastor of the Second 
Church of Charlotte; and T. W. McLean, from Po- 
tomoc Presbytery, and a commission is to install 
him the first pastor of the new Avondale Church. 


- Rev. J. L. Russell will be installed pastor of the 
- Lee Park and Turner Presbyterian Churches. 


Rev. J. C. Neville was given his letter of transfe 


Sixteen churches were allowed to increase their 


_ pastors’ salary. Rev. Paul P. Thrower was allowed 
~ to resign from the McGee Presbyterian Church in 
' order that he may become the full-time pastor of 
- the Camp Greene Church. 


The retiring moderator, Rev. A. W. Shaw, 


preached a communion meditation on “The Cups 
of Calvary.” 


Mr. Rufus A. Grier, Chairman of the Home Mis- 


- sion Committee, presented a report which showed 
_ splendid activity and pleasing results. In a popu- 
_ lar program five five-minute speakers presented a 
- narrative of work in their fields. 


An incomplete statistical report shows a net in- 


crease of 700 communicants; 725 were received by 
- a profession of faith; gifts to benevolences were 
$288,814.00; to current expenses $258,374.00; total 


of all gifts is $857,862.00. 


Meeting Of St. John’s Presbytery 


The Presbytery of St. Johns convened in the 
Shenandoah Presbyterian Church, Miami, Fla., 
April 16, at 7:00 P. M. Ruling Elder, Kenneth S. 
Keyes, Moderator, preached the opening sermon 
on “Christ’s Claims For Himself.” Immediately 
following the observance of Holy Communion, Rev. 

Fry, D.D., was elected Moderator for this 
meeting. 


There were 39 Ministers and 33 Ruling Elders 
present. The following ministers were received 
upon examination, by certificate: E. S. Campbell, 
from Presbytery of Knoxville, A. C. Summers, 
from the Presbytery of Birmingham, G. S. Cook, 
from the Presbytery of Washington City, U.S.A., 
and W. E. Garrett, from the Presbytery of S. W. 
Florida, U.S.A. | 3 


The following ministers were dismissed: Rev. 
Robert L. Torrence and Rev. Ray Nelson to the 
Presbytery of Macon, and Rev. Harry Fifield to 
the Presbytery of Roanoke. 


Commissions were appointed as follows: To in- 
stall Rev. Luther L. Price at Sebring, Rev. M. S. 
Avery at Key West, Rev. E. S. Campbell at Hyde 
Park, (Tampa), Rev. A. C. Summers at Tampa 
Heights, (Tampa), Rev. John E. Abbott at Uleta 
(Miami), Rev. B. A. Summing at Homestead, Rev. 
D. C. Bartages at LeJeune (Miami), and Rev. W. E. 
Garrett at Miami Beach. Also to attend to the re- 
quest for the re-organization of the Bethel Church 
In the Bayview Community. This has been an 
outpost Sunday school of the Peace Memorial 
Church in Clearwater for several years. Bethel 


was the first Presbyterian Church organized in 
Pinellas County (then part of Hillsborough) but 
was dissolved in 1928, due to shifting of popula- 
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PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Standard Freshman and Sophomore Courses, leading to 
A.A. and A.S. Degrees. Commercial. Aeronautics. Prepar- 
atory Department: Senior High School, with Tenth, 
Eleventh and Twelfth Grades. Refresher Courses for Vet- 
erans.: Personal Attention. Christian Influences. Thorough 
Instruction. Summer Session Begins June 10, 1946. Fall 
Session Begins September 9, 1946. 


tion, and the organization of the church in Safety 
Harbor. 


Rev. C. A. Raymond, Chairman of the Home 
Mission Committee for the past 13 years, now re- 
tiring due to the recently instituted Rotary System 
of Committee Memberships, was given a rising 
vote of appreciation for his many years of faithful 
service. 


Mrs. Frank Worrell, President of the Woman’s 
Auxiliary of St. Johns Presbytery, addressed Pres- 
bytery and was given a vote of appreciation for 
the excellent work of the Auxiliary under her 
leadership. 


Presbytery registered its protest against the pay- 
ment of the 1% Contingent Fund of the General 
Assembly, which was instituted last year, by in- 
structing the Treasurer to withhold payment until 
after the Fall Meeting. Presbytery feels it to be 
a doubtful policy for the Assembly to enter per- 
manently and directly into a system of benevo- 
lences, rather than through the various Commit- 
tees. 


The next meeting of Presbytery will convene in 
Lakeland the last Tuesday in Oct. but adjourned 
to meet in Orlando at 5:00 P. M. June 5, 1946. — 


Meeting Of Tuscaloosa Presbytery 


The Presbytery of Tuscaloosa met in stated 
spring meeting in the old Valley Creek Church on 
April 15th. There were present 12 ministers with 
two visiting ministers; 18 ruling elders, and 6 vis- 
iting elders and one deacon. Rev. J. Preston F. 
Stevenson was elected Moderator. Mr. Roger Ed- 
ward Williams of the Tuscaloosa Church was re- 
ceived under the care of the Presbytery as a can- 
didate for the ministry. He is pursuing his studies 
at the University. Rev. C. L. Stayton was dismissed 
to the Presbytery of Birmingham, where he be- 
comes pastor of the Fairfield Church. Rev. M. O. 
Cockerham was dismissed to the Presbytery of 
North Alabama, and becomes pastor of the North- 
side Church of Gadsden. Dr. Joseph Dunglinson 
continues as supply of the Aliceville and Pleasant 
Ridge Churches. The Tuscaloosa Church has se- 
cured the services of Rev. J. Davison Phillips (for- | 
mer chaplain) as supply for the summer. The 
Marion Church asked permission to amend the call 
of their pastor, Rev. J. Will Ormond to increase his 
salary to $2400.00. The Committee on Religious 
Education announced conferences for the young 
people at Grandview, June 10-22, and at Mentone, 
June 17-24. An overture to the Assembly was sent 
up. asking for a clarification of the rule for rotary 
eldership, whether the continuing elders should be 
re-installed when the system is first set up. The 
next place of meeting will be the Elizabeth Church, 


July 16th. 
R. E. Fulton, Stated Clerk, 
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Meeting Of Ceniral Mississippi 
Presbytery 


The Presbytery of Central Mississippi convened 
in the First Presbyterian Church of Greenwood, 
Miss., April 16-17, with 25 ministers and 32 elders 
in attendance. 


Dr. R. E. Hough, Pastor of the Central Presby-. 


terian Church of Jackson, Miss., was elected Mod- 
erator by acclamation. 


In addition to the usual order of business and 
reports, Rev. A. W. Whitaker was received into 
the Presbytery and accepted a call to the Presby- 
terian Church of Itta Bena, Miss. Rev. R. D. 


Bedinger was received into the Presbytery and — 


will serve as Superintendent of Home Missions. 
Rev. Robert S. Woodson was received into the 
Presbytery and accepted a call to the Presbyterian 
Church of Yazoo City, Miss. Rev. T. Russell Nunan 
was received into the Presbytery and accepted a 
call to the Presbyterian Church of Greenville, Miss. 
The pastoral relationship between Rev. James V. 
Cobb and the Louisville Presbyterian Church was 
dissolved and Rev. Cobb accepted a call to the 
Presbyterian Churches at Carolina and Philadel- 
phia, Miss. 
granted a dissolution of the pastoral relationship 
with the Vicksburg Presbyterian Church, subject 
to the concurrence of the congregation which, if 
granted, will be followed by letter of dismissal to 
the Macon Presbytery in the Synod of Georgia. _ 


Presbytery elected the following as commission- 
ers to the General Assembly: Rev. John E. Tal- 
mage, Pastor of the Presbyterian Church of Canton, 
Miss., and Alternate Rev. H. S. Robinson, of Du- 
rant, Miss.; Rev. John B. Dickson, Pastor of the 
Presbyterian Church at Greenwood, Miss., and 


Alternate, Rev. C. V. Farrell of Indianola, Miss.; 


Rev. James V. Cobb, Pastor of the Churches at 
Philadelphia and Carolina, Miss., and Alternate, 
Rev. O. W. Wardlow of French Camp, Miss.; Mr. 
Robert G. Kennington, Elder of the First Presby- 
terian Church of Jackson, Miss., and Alternate, 
G. M. Graves, Elder of the Presbyterian Church 
at Carolina and Philadelphia, Miss.; Mr. F. C. 
Wagner, Elder of the Leland Presbyterian Church 
and Alternate, D. G. Allen, Elder of the Forest 
Presbyterian Church; Mr. R. C. Thompson, Elder 
of the Rolling Fork Presbyterian Church, and Al- 
ternate, R. E. Smathers, Elder of the Power Me- 
morial Presbyterian Church of Jackson, Miss. 


Presbytery of Central Mississippi overtured the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., as follows: 


1. That the Defense Service Council be thanked 
for its excellent war record and that now its work 
be limited to the military field and its appropria- 
tions reduced. 


2. That the General Assembly discontinue th 
consideration of the “Term Pastorates.” | 


3. That the General Assembly send down to the 
Presbyteries for adoption the amendment of The 
Book of Church Order that commissioners to the 
General Assembly shall be elected for terms of 
two years each, one half of the commissioners be- 
ing elected each year. | 


4. That General Assembly direct its committee 
on Cooperation and Union to discontinue negotia- 
tions looking to organic union solely with the 
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The Rev. Jack B. McMichael was. 


UNITED EVANGELICAL 


Northern Presbyterian Church, and to renew the 
invitation to all Presbyterian and Reformed 
Churches to participate in negotiaitons looking to 
some form of Federal Union in which these ob- 
jectives might be realized within a reasonable time. 


The Presbytery heard with pleasure a special 
report on Chamberlain-Hunt Academy by Dr. R. 
A. Bolling of North Mississippi Presbytery, and 
an address by Dr. Laurence F. Kinney, Prof. of 
Bible at Southwestern University on Christian 
Education, and an address by Rev. R. D. Bedinger, 
Superintendent of Presbytery’s Home Missions on 
the subject of “The Imperative of Home Mission 
Advance.” 


The meeting was opened by a sermon by the re- 
tiring Moderator, Dr. R. Girard Lowe, Pastor of 
the First Presbyterian Church of Jackson, Miss., 
and on the second day, a devotional service was 
conducted by the Rev. Jack B. McMichael, Pastor 
of the Presbyterian Church, Vicksburg. 


Meeting Of Presbytery Of 
Western Texas 


The Presbytery of Western Texas met in the 


First Presbyterian Church, Corpus Christi, 


April 9-11, 1946, with fifty-three ministers an 
thirty-five ruling elders present. , 


Ruling Elder L. B. Dahlberg, of the First Church, | | 


San Antonio, was elected Moderator; Rev. John 
H. Newton, Temporary Clerk; Rev. Lyndon M. 
Jackson, Reading Clerk; Rev. A. V. Boand, D.D., 
Press Reporter; and Rev. Frank McElroy, Jr., Per- 
manent Clerk. 


Rev. David L. Stitt, D.D., president of the Austin 
Theological Seminary, was received from the 
Presbytery of St. Louis, and Rev. David F. Murphy, 
pastor-elect of the Westminster Church, San An- 
tonio, from the Presbytery of Upper Mlissourl. 
Rev. G. W. Crofoot, Superintendent of Mexican 
Work in Texas, was dismissed to the Texas-Mex1- 
can Presbytery, and Chaplain Stuart McC. Rohre, 
pastor-elect of the Cisco church, to the Presbytery 
of Mid-Texas. 


Candidate Carl H. Phagan, of the First Church, 
Dallas, was duly licensed and a commission ap- 
pointed to ordain him and install him as pastor of 
the Crystal City church on June 16th. 
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Mr. Edward Dale Robertson, son of Rev. Hugh 
Robertson, D.D., was received under the care of 
Presbytery as a candidate for the ministry. 


At the 11:00 o’clock hour Wednesday Presbytery 
engaged in a memorial service for Rev. E. P. Day, 
deceased, and heard a doctrinal sermon by Rev. 


' Patrick D. Miller, D.D., on the subject “Longing 
for Home” (Immortality). 


A previously appointed commission reported the 


| organization on March 31, 1946, of the Community 
Presbyterian Church at Port Aransas, Tex., with 


twenty-nine members, two ruling elders and three 
deacons. The Wednesday evening session of Pres- 


_ bytery was held on the site of the new Woodlawn 


Presbyterian Church, Corpus Christi, Tex., which 


' was formally organized with one hundred and 


fifty-eight members by the Presbytery as a whole 


' on that occasion, a fitting prelude to the program 
- on Home Missions which immediately followed. 


On request or petition, the Presbytery appointed 


+ acommission to organize the Grace Presbyterian 
' Church, San Antonio, Tex., on April 14, 1946. 


The next stated meeting will be held at Laredo, 


| Tex., on a date to be decided later. 


T. H. Pollard, Stated Clerk. 


Meeting Of Florida Presbytery 
Florida Presbytery met in the Tallahassee 


| Church, April 16, 1946. 


Present, 22 ministers and 12 Ruling Elders. 
Rev. A. L. McDuffie was chosen Moderator and 


_ Rev. R. M. Holmes Temporary Clerk. 


Candidate John Love Fain, Jr., was licensed and 


- dismissed to Savannah Presbytery. 


Rev. H. E. Iverson was received from Atlanta 
Presbytery and given evangelistic powers to labor 
at Warrington as Assistant Pastor of the First 
Church, Pensacola. 


Mr. Cook Freeman of the Wallace Memorial 
Church, Panama City, was received as a Candidate 
for the Ministry. 


An interesting Popular Meeting was held on 
Home Missions and large plans were adopted for 
that work. 


Three Overtures were adopted to the Assembly; 
one asking that further efforts toward Union with 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S. A., cease; second, 
that the Commission on the Minister and his Work 
be abolished; and third that the Book of Church 
Order be amended so as to safeguard all church 


property. 


The Presbyterian Discourse was given by Elder 
T. Franklin West. 


The Fall Meeting will be on October 29 at a 
place yet undecided. 


The follownig were chosen as Commissioners to 
the General Assembly: 7 


Rev. W. E. Powell, Prin., with Rev. C. G. Par- 
tridge, Alt. 


Rev. R. M. Holmes, Prin., with Rev. M. A. 
DuRant, Alt. 


EING COLLEGE 
BRISTOL.TENNESSEE 
Dedicated to Christian Education under Presbyterian aus- 
pices in foothills of Blue Ridge Mountains. B.A. degree. 
Competitive scholarship; self-help plan. Endowed. 
Athletics. Co-educational. Seventy-ninth year. Catalog: 


R. T. L. LISTON . PRESIDENT 
P. 0. BOX “J” BRISTOL, TENN. 


a hospitable people. 


Elder T. Franklin West, Prin., with Elder L. L. 
McKinnon, Alt. 


Elder A. L. Snell, Prin., with Elder Julian Al- 
ford, Alt. 


. A fine meeting of delightful fellowship among 


Daniel J. Currie, Stated Clerk. 


Meeting Of Norfolk Presbytery 


Norfolk Presbytery met in quarterly stated ses- 
sion — 16 and 17 in the Holmes Church at Bay- 
view, Va. 


Retiring Moderator, Rev. Vernon L. Fisher. 
Moderator, Rev. Willis Thompson. _ 


The Broadmoor Church at Portsmouth, Va., was 
organized by a Commission Jan. 27th, 1946. 


Candidate Howard Edwin Pickard was received 
a 7 Johns Presbytery and after examinations 
icensed. | 


The Suffolk Church increased the salary of its 
pastor; Rev. Graham C. McChesney from $2,000.00 
to $2,300.00. 


Rev. Parks W. Wilson addressed the Presbytery 
in the interest of the Massanetta Springs Bible 
Conference. 


Ruling Elder Royster Lyle addressed the Pres- 
a Ai the interest of Sunnyside Home at Dan- 
ville, Va. 


Ministers 32. Ruling Elders 26. Total 58. 
W. W. Grover, Stated Clerk. 


Meeting Of Wilmington Presbytery 


The Presbytery met in its 154th stated session 
in the Westminster Presbyterian church, White- 
ville, N. C., on April 16th, 1946. This was the sec- 
ond meeting in the new plan to have four regular 
sessions a year. There were 24 ministers and 45 
ruling elders enrolled. The increased number of 
elders was especially noticeable. 


Rev. R. H. Poole, of Elizabethtown, the retiring 
Moderator, preached a sermon on the subject of 
the “Progress of the Cross in the Development of 
America.” Rev. B. F. Ormand, of Chadbourn, was 
elected Moderator for the meeting. 


Four new ministers were received as follows: 


Rev. E. H. Clarke from Orange Presbytery, to 
become pastor of the Warsaw and Bowden 


churches; 


Rev. J. M. Smith from East Hanover Presbytery, 
for Faison, Calypso and Stanford churches; 
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Rev. B. F. Brown from Abingdon Presbytery, 
for Rockfish, Willard and Potts Memorial churches; 


Rev. W. B. Hood from North Alabama Presby- 
tery for the Wallace church. 


Rev. W. Paul Hollar, of Cleveland Presbytery, 
U.S.A., was assigned as temporary supply for Cape 
Fear church, Wilmington. 


Mrs. J. M. Gregg, President of the Presbyterian 
Auxiliary, read a report of an excellent year’s ac- 
tivities. 

The subject of the re-marriage of divorced per- 
sons was largely discussed, and steps were taken 
for a more complete distribution of information on 
the -_iibject for the sessions and ministers of the 
Presbytery. Enlargement of the membership of 
Presbytery’s regular committee in the matter was 
-proposed. 


A special committee appointed at the January 
meeting to present a report which might be ex- 
pressive of the opinion of the Presbytery on the 
subject of the proposed Co-operation and Union 
with the Presbyterian church, U.S.A., offered a 
paper favorable to the plan. After a considerable 
debate, a vote was taken, which showed 26 mem- 
bers in favor of the plan and 24 opposed to it. 


Steps were taken to investigate the matter of 
the possible use of Visual Education in connection 
with the work of the Home Missions committee of 
the Presbytery. 


The next regular meeting of the Presbytery will 
be held in the Mt. Zion church, Rose Hill, N. C., 
on July 16th, 1946. 


Andrew J. Howell, Stated Clerk. 


Wings For The Soul 
He Leadeth Me 


In pastures green? Not always; sometimes He 
Who knoweth best, in kindness leadeth me 
In weary ways, where heavy shadows be. 

Out of the sunshine, warm and soft, and bright, 
Out of the sunshine into darkest night. . 

I oft would faint with sorrow and affright— 
Only for this—I know He holds my hand, 
Whether it be green or desert land; 

I trust, although I may not understand. 


And by still waters? No, not always so; 
Ofttimes the heavy tempests round me blow; 
And o’er my soul the waves and billows go. 
But when the storms beat loudest and I cry 
Aloud for help, the Master standeth by, 

And whispers to my soul, “Lo, it is I.” 
Above the tempest wild I hear Him say, 
“Beyond this darkness lies the perfect day; 
In every path of thine I lead the way.” 


So, whether on the hill-tops high and fair 

I dwell, or in the sunless valleys where 

The shadows lie—what matter? He is there. 

And more than this; where’er the pathway lead 

He gives to me no helpless, broken reed, 

But His own hand, sufficient for my need. 

So where He leads me I can safely go; 

And in the blest hereafter I shall know 

Why in His Wisdom He hath led me so. 
—Anonymous. 


Atonement 
By Rev. Homer Casto” 


O Calvary, dread Calvary, 

What suffering my Lord for Thee, 
Where the world’s dark sins and mine 
Were on the cross made Thine. 


Thy pain we cannot feel; | 
With holy blood God set his seal 
Upon His own eternal plan, 
Redemption by the Son of Man. 


The everliving God and Son 

In suffering and love were one 
To make atonement for Man’s sin, 
Restoring Eden’s peace again. 


The how we do not understand, 

Beyond the human mind to see; . 
By faith we touch the wounded hand 
And feel His love at Calvary. 


*Weaverville, N. C. 


_ Meeting Of East Alabama 
Presbytery 


The Presbytery of East Alabama met in Pleasant 
View Church, a small church in the open country, 
located in Barbour County, Ala. . 


The church was celebrating its centennial. It 
was founded by Scotch Presbyterians in 1846. Rev. 
J. W. Stork, D.D., of Mount Gilead, N. C., preached 
the Centennial Sermon on April 7th. Mr. Stork 
supplied this church from 1915 to 1918 and has re- 
turned to the community every year since for a 
special evangelistic series of services. Rev. C. 
Walker Sessions of Eufaula, Ala., stated supply of 
the church, gave the historical address in the aft- 
ernoon of April 7th. Presbytery convened Tuesday 
night, April 9th. The opening sermon was preached 
by Rev. L. K. Foster of Greenville, Ala., on ‘God 
Touched Men.” Rev. J. Norton Dendy of Dothan, 
Ala., was elected Moderator. He also preached the 
Presbyterial Sermon on “The Ruling Elder.” Rev. 
Cecil B. Lawter, for the past 56 months an Army 
Chaplain, was received from Atlanta Presbytery 
and a Commission appointed to install him as As- 
sociate Pastor of The First Church of Montgomery, 
Ala. Rev. John M. Crowell, a member of the 
Presbytery but serving as a Navy Chaplain for the 
last three years, accepted the call of the Andalusia 
Church and a Commission was appointed to in- 
stall him as pastor. Candidate William R. DuPree, 
a student in Princeton Seminary, was dismissed to 
the Presbytery of New Brunswick, where he will 
supply a church while pursuing graduate study in 
Princeton Seminary. New rules were adopted 
which will lessen the number of Committees and 
will elect Commissioners to the Assembly for two 
years instead of one. The Moderator will here- 
after be nominated at the close of one meeting to 
be elected at the opening of the next. Commis- 
sioners elected to the General Assembly were: Dr. 
H. E. Russell of Montgomery and Rev. J. Norton 
Dendy of Dothan; Ruling Elders R. D. Thomas of 
Eufaula and John M. Ward of Montgomery. An 


‘adjourned meeting will be held in Montgomery on 


April 30 and the next stated meeting in Trinity 
Church, Montgomery, in October. 
W. B. Clemmons, Stated Clerk. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


_ GUILT AND REDEMPTION 
By Lewis J. Sherrill, Ph. D. 


Lectures given at Union Theological Seminary. 
The author is the esteemed Dean of Louisville 
Theological Seminary. 3 


Dr. Sherrill makes it clear that guilt is a real 
fact of life and man is not able to get rid of it 
merely by failing to recognize its existence or by 


- misunderstanding its nature. The author feels that 


guilt and redemption have been strangely sepa- 


- rated in modern life and the consequences of this 
' separation are fateful. 
' states “Can redemption and guilt be reunited in 
human experience? 
' chasm now dividing them is deep.” The first five 
- chapters of this book deal with various aspects of 
_ guilt including its outcroppings and manifesta- 
tions. These chapters draw heavily upon modern 
_ psychology, and scarcely touch the Bible in its 
- significant teachings on both guilt and punishment. 
We feel that this part of the book would have been 
- stronger had he given more attention to the Bibli- 
cal facts relating to this subject. 


Writing on this point he 
It is a daring hope for the 


The last three lectures deal with the Cross of 


- Christ, the Spirit of Christ, and the Body of Christ. 


The chapter on the Cross of Christ is searching 
and very effective. 


The only criticism we have to offer concerning 


_ this chapter is that it fails to deal adequately with 
_ demon possession. The author dismisses demonic 
possession with this unwarranted conclusion, “But 


when allowance is made for the fact of popular 


| speech and unscientific speculation there is to say 


the least a good probability that ‘demon posses- 


sion’ is a general equivalent of ‘nervous and men- 


tal diseases’.” It is our conviction that the fact of 


- demon possession can not be disposed of this easily. 


There are many fine thoughts in the lecture en- 


, titled the “Spirit of Christ.” The author stresses 
the fact that the Spirit is a person. On this point 
he writes, “In any attempt to reckon with what is 


meant by the Spirit of God we thus are still in the 
realm of personality as surely as with the earthly 


Christ.” 


We rejoice that the author emphasizes the fact 


' that the only Christ that is able to redeem is the 
Christ of the Gospels who “confronts man both as . 


a datable fact in history and as a timeless fact in 


metaphysics, this double aspect of Jesus as a per- 


son, so early recognized in Christianity, had nu- 
merous consequences of greatest importance, as 
far as questions of guilt and redemption are con- 
cerned.” 


Analyzing the preaching of the first three Gos- 
pels, Dean Sherrill observes, “The preaching of 
Jesus was not the rather omnibus activity which 
Is now often designated by that term. It had a 
specific content called the ‘Gospel.’ This ‘Gospel’ 
was the good news that the Kingdom of God is 
here on earth. That was an indirect way of pro- 
claiming that at long last the awaited Deliverer, 


_ the Christ, had come.” 


| Published by John 
- Knox Publishing Company, Box 1176, Richmond 9, 
Va. Price, $2.50. 


Guilt and Redemption consists of the 1945 Sprunt. 


HEADQUARTERS 
for RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 
CHOIR GOWNS + VESTMENTS 
PULPIT ROBES + HANGINGS 
STOLES- EMBROIDERIES - Etc. 


<\/> CATALOG ON REQUEST 
ational sist 
SUPPLY COMPANY 


82 -23 Arch Phila. 7 Pa. 


In another fine piece of analysis Dean Sherrill 
writes, “The bottom of a man’s hell is a malignant 
relationship with God. In that breeding ground, 
is where the poisons spawn and from it they 
spread.” Because of this fact the author wisely 
rules out two tempting remedies for this ailment. 
He states that this ailment can not be cured either 
by tinkering with men’s environment, that is, set- 
ting up a new ‘social order’ or by becoming a 
‘more ardent religionist.’ ” 


The various chapters in this book vary in value, 
but all are stimulating. The latter part of the book 
is a more impressive piece of work than the for- 
mer. Although there are many important ques- 
tions omitted by this book relating to both guilt 
and redemption, we feel that it is a worthwhile 
book and want to express our deepest appreciation 
to Dean Sherrill for giving these brilliant lectures 
on the two neglected themes “Guilt and Redemp- 
tion.” —John R. Richardson. 


THE GREAT DIVORCE ° 


By C. S. Lewis. Published by MacMillan Com- 
pany, New York, N. Y. 133 pages. $1.50. 


Christians should be profoundly grateful for the 
day God’s grace converted C. S. Lewis from athe- 
ism to the Christian faith. Christianity gained a 
master-writer, a genius in the use of fantasy and | 
allegory. In the past God has made great use of 
such literary devices. He may do it again, for 
nearly everyone reads Lewis. 


In The Great Divorce one sees how incompatible 
are Heaven and Hell, Good and Evil. The author 
imagines himself a member of a bus trip from Hell 
to Heaven. He overhears conversations between 
the redeemed and the damned, of which the rarest 
bit is a conversation between the believer and a 
religious liberal. The damned, Lewis learns, need 
not return to Hell. But to stay in Heaven they 
must give up Hell. “There is no Heaven with a 
little Hell in it.” Heaven cannot be enjoyed until 
Hell is surrendered. Heaven’s soft grass is like 
iron to the feet of the lost, its dew as hard as dia- 
monds. It all reminds you that “except a man be 
born again, he cannot see the Kingdom of God.” 


Frequent testimonies appear to the wonders of 
God’s grace. The self righteous should read this 
little book. It might be to their eternal profit. 


_ With the book one should read again the au- 
thor’s Screwtape Letters and the chapter “Hell” in 
The Problem of Pain. And always one must keep 
before him the writer’s remark, “The last thing I 
wish is to arouse a factual curiosity about the de- 
tails of the after-world.” —Adrian De Young. 
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GOD IS NOT DEAD 


By Bernard Iddings Bell. Published by Harper 
& Brothers, New York, N. Y. 185 pages. $1.50. 

This little book is a treatment of the spiritual 
problems of a number of unnamed “highly intelli- 
gent lay people.” The author, Bernard Iddings 
Bell, is a well-known Episcopal clergyman. He 
drew considerable attention recently by an article 
on church unity in the Atlantic Monthly. 


In the opening chapter Dr. Bell asserts vigorous- 
ly that God lives. In another he presents the 
common man as a very sinful man. In still an- 
other the writer attempts to answer the question, 
What is God like? A considerable section of the 
book is devoted to social problems. With the 
chapter, “The Curse of Pride,” one ought to read 
C. S. Lewis on “The Great Sin” in his little book, 
Christian Behaviour. 


Readers will find that Dr. Bell makes little ap- 
peal to the authority of the Scriptures. They will 
feel that he gives undue attention to social ques- 
tions. They are to remember, however, that the 
author treats other people’s problems. 
intelligent lay people” likely were of a rather mod- 
ern stripe. Readers will also observe frequent 
traces of the writer’s Anglo-Catholicism. It is this 
wing of the Episcopal Church, by the way, that 
oppose so strenuously the proposed merger with 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S. A. 

—Adrain De Young. 


CREATION 


By G. H. Gilmer. Published by Loizeau Broth- 
ers, 19 West Twenty-First Street, New York, 10, 
N. Y. Price, 10 cents. 


The author of this little book has not been in- 
timidated by evolutionary theories. He believes in 
the historicity of the first and second chapters of 
Genesis and proceeds to give us an exposition of 
what the inspired Record has to teach. He states 
that Genesis is not an allegory but inspired history. 
He writes, “Moses was the penman, he was one of 
those ‘holy men of God who spoke as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost’; so God is the real 
Anema of the Book of Genesis as He is of all the 

ible.” 


The author raises the question as to how Moses 
knew what he wrote and his answer is, “God told 
him. This is the only rational answer.” 


We would like to see this magnificent little 
booklet enjoy a wide circulation. Sundav Schools 
would make a wise investment in ordering copies 
for high school and college age young people. 


—John R. Richardson. 


— 


Parliamentary Law 


The Presbyterian Committee of Publication of 
Richmond, Va., is pleased to announce that the 
Parliamentary Law books and materials by Nar- 
cissa T. Shawhan will be available from that Com- 
mittee in the future. Mrs. Shawhan will not re- 
ceive orders but all should be sent directly to 
Richmond. 


_ Any information regarding Mrs. Shawhan’s pub- 
lications can be secured by writing the Presbyter- 
ian Committee of Publication, P. O. Box 1176, 
Richmond, Va. 


His “highly 


PRAYER 


By Frank C. Laubach, D. D. Published by Flem. 
ing H. Revell Company, 158 Fifth Avenue, New 
York, 10, N. Y. Price, $1.20. 


The main thrust of this book is that prayer is the 
mightiest force in the world. Because of the av. 
thor’s conviction on this point he makes an elo. 
quent plea for more intercessory prayer. He 
supports his plea by authentic records from per- 
sonal experiences as well as the results of others, 


We cannot follow the author on all of his state- 
ments regarding prayer. Although we commend 


* him for his desire to make our prayer life more 


real we do not agree with the statement “Many of 
us, like the Roman Catholics, can pray better if we 
look at a shrine. Most Protestant churches are 
now using altars. If we ought to pray without 
ceasing then we need shrines to remind us of Christ 
wherever we spend our time.” His contention is 
that it is better for us to walk with crutches than 
not at all. Our view is that if Christians begin to 
use crutches they will continue to use them just 
as the Roman Catholics do. 


On pages 80 and 81 the author’s mind seems to 
be in utter confusion on the matter of Adoption. 
He also fails to point out the unique Sonship of 
Christ as “the only begotten Son of God.” 


One of the finest features of this book is that it 
gives recognition to the fact that nature is influ- 
enced when we pray. Some so-called Christians 
of our day have denied this. Dr. Lauback is not 
exaggerating when he writes, “Either this war is 
producing more liars than you could count or mira- 
cles are happening. Fish have jumped into boats, 
birds have landed on men’s heads and strange 
winds have blown boats to shore.” Although the 
author does not use the word miracle here in the 
Biblical sense, he is correct in concluding. that 
— may have supernatural influence upon na- 
ure. : 


The author lacks the theological precision we 


like to see in a Christian writer, but in spite of 

this we believe this little book will stimulate more 

people to form the important habit of prayer. 
—John D. Richardson. 


= 


-THE INCOMPARABLE CROSS 


By J. C. Macaulay. Published by Moody Press, 
153 Institute Place, Chicago, Ill. Price, 50c. 


The major thought set forth in this little book 
is that the Cross of Christ is God’s sufficient an- 
swer of love to man’s supreme need. It is sum- 
marized in this significant paragraph: 


“Love saw the guilt of sin and sought a basis of 
pardon. Love saw the alienation of sin and sought 
a ground of reconciliation. Love saw the defile- 
ment of sin and sought a way of cleansing. Love 
saw the depravity of sin and sought a means of 
restoration. Love saw the enslavement of sin and 
sought an instrument of emancipation. Love saw 
the malady of sin and sought a method of justi- 
fication. Love saw the death of sin and sought a 
way of life. Love sought and love found.” 


There is a tremendous amount of spiritual food 
packed into four chapters setting forth the incom- 
parable crime, sorrow, love, and triumph of the 
Cross of the Redeemer. It is written in facile style 
and it is our hope that it will be read extensively. 

—John R. Richardson. 
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Shall The New 
Alba Rise From 
The Ashes Of 
The The Old? 
Resurrected | a 
Alba The Board Of 
Fs) Directors Of The 
Mountain Retreat 
Bigger Association 
A d Unanimously 
nN Says 
Better! “Yes!” 


Remains Of The Alba 


The rebuilding of this structure is the most needed work before the Presbyterian Church today. For 
thirty-eight years the old Alba served all agencies o f the Church. Every branch of the Church’s work 
will suffer if it is not rebuilt. One hundred and eighty students and teachers lost their college home in 
the burning of the Alba. , | 

The Board of Directors asked the President to make an urgent emergency appeal to the Church and 
all of its agencies. This emergency appeal has the hearty approval of the General Assembly Stewardship 
Committee. The General Assembly, the Woman’s Auxiliary, the Young People of the_ Presbyteries and 
the Assembly, Sunday School Superintendents, Educational Association, Foreign Missionaries, Home 
Missionaries, Leaders of Religious Education—all need the Alba for their meetings. All should help re- 
store it. 

As a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies that it may bring forth a richer harvest, so may 
there rise from the ashes of the Alba a better and greater structure. 

In the heart of our Church’s home, a worthy, permanent, fireproof and beautiful building must be 
erected for the service of the whole Church. We estimate about $200,000.00, in addition to the instrance, 
ls needed for this great work. ee 

Let us all go to the task willingly, liberally and promptly and all will rejoice together when 
the work is done. 


Make all checks payable to R. C. Anderson, Treasurer, and mark for the New Hotel. 


MOUNTAIN RETREAT 
R. C. Anderson, D.D., President — Montreat, North Carolina 
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